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TO THE 


READER 


HE Work of Reformation, And Eſtabliſhing a Church in the 
full, and free Poſſeſſion of all the Ordinances of Chriſt, is, 
and hath been of no ſmall Difficulty ; Nor did any Inſtrus 
ments, whom Godraiſed up at any time in his Church,ever 
make any Attempt toward a further Progreſs therein, 'then 

as ſoon all the Malice of Saran, and oppoſition of his Emiſſaries appeared to 
oppoſe, atleaſt retard the Work; Yerall the Loyers of Our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould be ready ro improve any Opportunity they haye, to bring the 
Work to greater perſcQion,. and reſolve to Graple with, and overcome the 
many Difficultiesthey may meet with in theſc Endeayours. 

Our firſt Reformers from Popery were Zealous, and Faithful in theic 
Day ; Tho? itdid much rake up that Age, to =- Our Nation, and the 
Body of the People to the Knowledge, and Profeſſion of the True Reformed 
Religion; Yetthey deſigned a Noble Work for the good of Poſterity, and 
came a great lengthinit ; They tramed that Good Confeſſion of Faith r 566 
which was Ratified in Parliament 1567; And Popery being what they had 
chiefly to contend with, they to diſcover theſe who were really raint- 
ed therewith drew up (by the Kings allowance) that Negatrve Confeſſion 
of Faith, commonly known by the Name of the Nationa! Covenant, this 
they Reached forthe Doctrine; T hey framed Books of 'D:/c:plrne, wherein 
they lay down the True Principles of this Church, as to the Government 
thereof, thatit Rejeed Droce ſian Epriſcepacy, and owned Prerbyterian 
Parity;They _ and at length after the Year 1 5 $0 got the Church divid- 
ed not only into Congregations or Pariſhes more commodiouſly then under 
Popery,but into Presbytries, and Synods, andſeriled the Order of _4ſſem: 
blies of DelegaredCommiſſioners, trom the ſeveral Presbytries of the Church 
and ſo got the Church Government by Presbytry fixed in all the Corners of 
the Land, and fully Eſtabliſhed by Law 1592, about whartime the Refor- 
mation in that Age was at its greateſt Adyancement. For alittle after, King 
Fames's Deſign to Introduce Epi, y(thereby co ingratiate himſelt with 
England to further his Succeſſionto that Crown) began to be proſecured,and 
all occaſions taken,and means uſed to retard the Reformation it ſelf, and des» 
ſtroy the Government of the Church, wherein he was too Succeſsful. 

When God was pleaſed roſend a Reviving in the Year 1638, The In- 
ſtruments He raiſed in that Day,had no ſooner opportunity then they embra- 
ced theſame, and did ſufficiently ſhow their willingneſs to bring the Refor- 
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To the READER. . 
mation of this Charch a greater length ; And tho? the Nations were engaged 
in Civil Var which much hindred the Reformation, yet in thar time there 
was compiled that moſt Excellent Confeſſion of Faith called the Wef7 min- 
fer Confeſſion,and they having not only to maintain the Orthodox DoQtrine 
againſt Popery, but againſt Socrnianſme, Arminiantſme, Fraftianiſme, 
and other Errors which had either riſen, or been revived ſince the beginning 
of the Reformation from Popery, it was calculated to Anſwer all theſe Exi- 
gencies, and to give a moſt exact account of the Do&triue of Our moſt Holy 
Keligion, A Work of that value that it hath been by many thought worthy of 
all the Blood-ſhed, War and Expence the Nations wet with in that Day ;There 
were compiled likewiſe theſe Notable Cetechr/ms both Larger and Shorter 
for the ſolid Inſtruction of People in the True Principles of Religion 5 There 
is left Us an cxcellent Deretory tor Worſhip, wherein as they tree Us from 
the Traſh of Ceremonics, ſo they dire roa Comely Uniformity in Wor- 
ſhip, without giving ſuch a diſtinguiſhing Charater ro ſome words as to hin” 
der others tobe made ule of when they are both as ſignificant and proper in 
their Seaſon; And laſtly they left Us many good As ot iheirGeneralAſſem- 
blies to dire Usin many particular caſes inthe Exerciiz of Diſcipl:ne and 
Government, of no leſs uſe unto Us then they are of Obligation upon Us. 

What pur a ſtep ro Our Worthy Fathers going on, in giving a compleart 
DireRory for the Diſcipline of the Church,and the Methods to be uſed inEc- 
cleſiaſtick Judicatories in their proceedings,ſome yer alive may Remember; 
And now ſeeing by the good Hand of God, all theſe Reſtraints that for theſe 
many Y ears bypalſt did ly on the Faithful Servants of Our Lord are raken off, 
and j4 great a Reviving hath betallen Us, Chriſt's Worthy Servants again put 
to Work, anda Young Generation rifing, let Us trace the laudable ſteps of 
Our Fathers, and endeayour to carry on the ſame Work of Reformation of 
this Church, a further length. 

Some Deſire to promote the ſame hath produced this Rough Draught of 
Overtures concerning Church-Di/ciplme, and the Method of Proceeding in 
the ſeveral Judicateries of this Church, which are humbly offercd to the 
conſideration of the ſeveral Presbytries of theChurch,that by them they may 
be Kipened for the next,or ſome enſucing General Aſſembly: There areThice 
other Chapters deſigned, thereby to render the whole a Compleat Book 


. of Diſcipline; But as ic will be a Work of Great Time for Our Aſſemblies 


to conſider, and determine ancnt the whole, ſoit hath been ſome time ©nd 
will be more, before the whole can be any way digeſted; And it was thought 
mcet by ſome Worthy Perſons,that what is done may be tranſmitted to the 
Conſideration ot the ſeveral Presbytries of the Church, at whoſe Feet it is 
humbly laid down; Andif any Copies thereof ſhall fall in the hands of any 
other Perſons, itis earneſtly deſired, that if any thing herein may be thought 
New, Raw, Undigeſted, or Offenſive, it may not be lookt on as the Sen- 
timents of the Church of Scotland, but as the particular Propoſal of ſome 
few of the Members thereof ; If on the other hand it ſhall be found to Reliſh, 
and be of uſe, what remains ſhall be forwarded in the ſame manner. 

May Our Great Lotd, and Maſter proſper His Work in the Hands of His 
Servants, and raiſe up another Generation, in whom He may be Glorious, 


OVER- 


OVERT URES, 


CONCERNING 


The Form of Procefles, And 
Method of Church-Diſcipline 
in the Church of Scot/arnd, 


CHAP. IL 
Of General Diredtions. 


Se I. 


Of the Right manner of Conſtituting 
7 Kirk-Fudicatories 


L. LL Kirk-Fadicaterics are (in ordinary) te mect in 
{ ſome Church, or gonyenient Room be thereunto 


2. The Members conſtituent of every b- 
catory, are Miniſters and Elders, called Raveng- Elders ; 
And in Parochial Scſhens Deacons are adminted. 


3. Theſe Miniſters and Elders mett in order to the conſtituting them- 
ſelves an Judicatory, are toEle& a Modermor, end a Clerk; —_— 


attending them a Beddel, or Church Officer, one or more. 
4- Thetime and place of Meeting in ordinary of Church Fudicatories 
are to be ſuch as were appointed by the former Meeting; Except prove na- 


fa, 
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ta, the laſt Moderator do call the fame, in doing whereof, he ſhould take 
allthe Advice of his Brethren, which the Circumftances can allow) and 
for the reaſonableneſs and neceflity of his ſo doing, he is to be anſwerable; 
or that the Civil Magiſtrate do call the ſame, to conſult therewith. 


5. The Judicatoryis alwiſe to be Conſtituted by ſolemn Prayer, and 


calling upon God in Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe Name they are to act ; and this 
to be done by the laſt Moderator, andin his abſence by the —— 


if none ſuch be preſent, any Member may ask the Votes, who ſhall 
ray. 

: 6. Alter Prayer, the Clerk is to mark the Sederunt, ard call the 
Roll. 

7 If there be no Moderator, they ate toelett one, andalſoa Clerk, 
if he beabſent or: wanting, ad a Bedell: (+ 3 

$. Some Judicatories de; and may continue their Moderator for ſome 
tine, which they only do for their greater conyeniency, and may change 
him as oft as they think fit. 


SE CT, 1L 
Of the Moderator of a Kirk Fudicatory, 


I. Very Ecclefiaſtick Judicatory, conſiſting of Members, who 

are, as to Office, ina parity with others of the ſame Office; 
are for Order, to Elet from among themſelyes, one to be their Mode: 
retor, Preſes, and Month. 

2. Seingheis called frequently roexerce the Power of Order, as ſc- 
lemn Publick Eccleſiaftick Prayer, Authoritative Exhortation, Rebuke, 
Dire&ion, &c. The Moderator is alwiſe to be a Niniſter. 

3. The Moderatorſhip theo being a part of the Miniſterial Office, 
common toall Miniſters, is to be exerced by each Miniſter, for the com- 
mon Good of the Judicatory; when he ſhall be thereunto called. 

4. Thovughne prejudice ariſe by the conſtancy and continuance of 
this Work in one Perſons Hand, frem the natvie of the Work; yet ſeing 
by the corruption of Nature, that remains in Miniſters, ſad Experience 
rells, that a conſtant Mcderator hath been fatal tothe Church; T herefore 
there oughe to be trequent Changes, and new Elections 

5. In Inferior Judicatorics, ard wherethe Afﬀairsarc more ordinary, 
and the conſtant Practicc of the Church known, it may be fit in ordinary 
ſorochange their Moderators, as the Employ may be laid on all the Mi- 
niſtets at ſometime or other; theteby to render them the more fitted ro be 
Moderators inthe more Superior Judicatorics, where is required greater 
Prudence, Experience, and Promptneſs to Expedit, and Manage thoſe 
weightier Aﬀairs which uſe to come before them. | 

6, The temper ot Miniſters is to be conſidercd in the right Choice,cſpe- 
cially in Superior Judicatories ; ſome through diffidence, diſcoutagement 
erlazyneſs, are averſeto it ; others th:ough audacity, confidence or am- 
bition do affect ir. 
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5. As Crimen ambitus isccnſurable otherwiſe, ſo particularly it -is 
tobe aoticed, and oppoſed inthis; a man more readily diſcovering more 
of his corruption and weakneſs, -in the Exerciſe of this part of his Office, 
than in any other. 

8. The Perſon choſen tobe a Moderator, would be of entire health, 
and ſtrength of bocy, and a good voice, the want even of theſe, eſpe. 
cially in Superior Judicatorics, being very prejudicial. 

9. The Moderator, when choſen, is to look on himſelf, as the 
mouth of the Meeting, and therefore is to act, do, and ſay nothing, but 
what becometh the whole Judicatory to do. 

10, Heisto take on him Authority, audtolook onit as theirs, not 
his; yetno more then what becometh the Judicatory it ſelf, exerceing an 
authoritative, but Miniſterial Power. 

11. The Nodetatoristo fee all the Rules for Decency and Order, 
which the Judicatory hath preſcribed, te be exactly keptro ; nor-no mo. 
deſty of the Moderator is to hinder him from rebuking and eoticing any 
Failour herein. 

12, Heisto acquaint the Judicatory, of all the Aﬀairs that ly before 
them, and may for diſpatch lay before them, the Method ro diſpatch them 
moſt conveniently - © Andinall, or any other thing, he ſpe:ks 0 the Ju- 
dicatory; Its alwiſc to be with ſubmiſſion to them, and if they think fir. 

13, It is his partto ask the Judge ment of the Members; jnvitin 
the moſt Judicious firſt ; and then theſe whoarelcaſt apt to ſpeak: ve. 
before any thing gorothe Vote, to ak the Judgement of ſo many, as if 
it may be gathcred which way the Vote will run, copreyent any debaiein 
the Vote, or after it is begur., 

14. Before he bring, any thing to a Vote, and even after he hath ask- 
ed the Opinion of a conſiderable number, he would pauſe a little before 
the queſtion be put, and ask it any other Member haye any new thing to 
ſay, or Overture in the Atfair. 

15, If the Aﬀair, or Queſtion in hand be of that weight and difficul. 
tie, thatthe Mcmbers ſhunto ſpeak, or to propoſe any Overture inthe 
Affair ; then the Moderator himſelt, is to propoſe an Overture, and pur 
his own Overture round, thereby ro haſten the diſpatch of Aﬀairs. 

16. Whenthe Members ate giving their Judgements concerning a- 
ny Overture propoſcd; tho he would hear the Objection made againſt 
ic, yet he would preſs the Objectors ro make a better, that being moſt 
uſcful, and neceſſary tor the Jucicatory. 

17. The Moderator would keep the Members from interrupting one 
anuther, and trom ſpeaking among themlelves, or to any other than 
himſclt. 

18. He would | kewiſe prevent the Members, their making long 
Harangues (favouring of mens wy to ſhew char Parts) or deviating 
ro m-:tcers alien from the preſeat Aftair; he would keep them cloſs ro 
the buſineſs, and to uſe few Words ro gain time ; anu he will be called 
ſomenmes to interrupt talkative Members 

19. The Moderator would in this be a good Fxample, uſing few 
words inthe Agairin debate, leſt he be thought by his own ſpeaking, to 
prevent others to ſpeak. 

20. It any thing happen to be ſpoken impertinently, by any My 


Ci i) 
he is pradertly todivert it, and if that cannot be, then calmly to reſent 
the ſame according to the demerit, to divert greater hear, 

21. After a Matter hath been reaſoned, and debatcd on all hands, it 
will be fit frequently that the Moderator in few words reſume the Queſti 
on, and the Arguments which have been adduced on either hand, with 
theſe Anſwers which were adduced, and info doing, be faithful without 
giving them any byaſs ro that which is his own Sentiment ( he having done 
thatin the debate) thereby to ripen and prepare the Members tor a more 
dear Vote. 

22, If any Member ask the Mind or Vote of the Judicatory, in any 
Afair, he ought to be heard ; yerſo, that if more Members opp»ſe the 
Motion made, and refuſe him a Vote, and the Mover benot ſeconded, 
the Moderatot may refuſe him a V oce, ſeing it's the mind of the Meet- 
ing. Butif a Member beſeconded, orif no Member beſide the Moders- 
tor doth withſtand the V ote, the Moderator ought to grant any Member 
s Voce, 


SECT, 1IL 


Of Clerks to Church Fudicatories , 
and their Regiſters. 


x. F” Very Church-Judicatory oughtto havea Clerk of their own Ele. 
ion, andeicher of their own number, or ſome other fit Per- 

fon, who istogive his Oath ade fades. 
2. TheCletkis tobeaperſon of a Chriſtian Walk and Converſation, 
of entire Credit and Repuration for Fidelity , of Prudence, and able to 
keep the Secrets of the Judicatory ; of competent Ability and Dexteri- 


ty, agood hand of writing, his Records being to be preſerved for after- 
Ages. | 


: TheClearkisalwiſeto have, atevery Meering, lying on the Table, 
a fair Bible, the Confeſſion of Faith, the printed Acts of the General 
Aſſemblies of the Church of Scotland, and the tair Regiſter of the Ju- 


Sy with his Minute Book. 
rerabl 


etwolaft, being the Records of that Judicatory, heis tobe 
e for them, that therein be nothing recorded, bnt what he 
did by the Order, and DireQiion of the Noderator. as the Mouth of 
the Judicatory. | 

5. In the Minute Book, which ſhould be a bound Bock, and not 
looſe ſheers of Paper, the Clerk at every Mceting, and in preſence there. 
of, isto record the Names of the Members of that Sederunt, and mark 
the Abſcnts, and the Meetings Determination in every Afﬀair, before 
they procecd to an other buſineſs ; and in Aﬀeairs of any moment or dit- 
ficulcy, Ks is to read what is minuted, betore the Mecting proceed to 
any other. 

4 In the faic Regiſter, the Clerk is betwixt and the next Meeting 
ot the Judicatory, to have extended in ample Form, and recorded all 
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any interlinings, or eraſing of Words or Pages. 

7. ThisRegiſteris to be paged, and a large margine; Whereon the 
Title cr Subject of the Acts and Orders, are to be indexed, for the 
more ſpeedy fi:cing any thirg: As alſo there ought to be a fair Index, 
attheend of cach Bock, of all thecontents, and that Alphabetical. 

8. The Moderator of the Judicatory is to ſign every pape of this fair 
Regiſter, and the Clerk, and it were fit that the Moderator ſigned the 
minute Book every Jederunt. 

9. That Regiſters of all Judicatories may be better Preſerved, it were 
fir, that every Seſſion deliver theit fair Regiſter in to the Presbytrie, e- 
very 10 Year; andevery Presbyrriz'theirs,: and the Seſſions in to the 
Synod, every 15 Years: And that every Synod, every 20 Year, or- 
der all theſe, and their own fair Regiſtar to be laid up. in the publick 
L ibrary of that Univerſity, which is next adjacent cothem ; where they 

zay ſafely be keeped from Accidents,for the tuture benefit of the Church. 

10, TheCleak, beſide theſe two Books, is carefully to preſerve all 
Fetitions, and every other Paper brought before the Judicatory, in any 
Cauſe or Procels ; and all rhefe are to be quorted on the back, bound up 
in bundles, according to order of time, and preſerved with the Books they 
relate unto, as alſo any other Book of Subſcriptions the Judicatory may 
have. 


FECT Ly: 
Of Bedells in Church-Fudicatorzes: 


I. Very Church: Judicatory ought to have belonging to, and at- 
F tending them , one or more Begel/s, or Church-Officers, 
who are to be appointed by them, to ſerve and attend the Judicatory: 

2. Theſe Bedells are to be perſons of a blameleſs, ſober Walk, of 
Fid:lity, Reputation, and Prudence to keep the Secrets of the Judicato« 
ry, and who can read, and write the Executions of Summonds, given 
him in charge, 

;. Athis Admiſſion, he is to give his Oath de fidels, and his Admil- 
ſion is to be recorded in the Regiſter, ſeing his Executions are to bear 
Faith. 

4. The Bedellisto execute all Summonds, and Citations of Perſons 
wo compear before the Judicatory; and in any Proceſs, which may come 
from an Inferior, to a Superior Judicatory, is to haye the Warrand for 
Summonding perſons, ſigned by the Moderator, and Clerk, and is to 
returntheſame, asitis appointed with the Executions thereon indorſed, 
under his hand, with the Names of the Witneſſes to the Execution of the 
Summonds. 

5. The Bedell istoattend each Meeting of the Judicatory, and keep 
the Doorot the Meeting, and obey all thce:r Orders. 

6. Incaſe of Neceſfity , the Moderator of a Judicatory having m 
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neſs ado, preparatory tothe Meeting of the Judicatory, may under his 
hand, Commiſſionate ſome fit Perſon to be Bedell. ro execute ſome par- 


ticular Summonds, till the ordinary Bedell be had, whoſe Execution 
ſhall be eſteemed valid. 


SECH Y: 
Of Proceedings, in all Fudicatories, and the 


Members Behawiour therein, 


x: AY the Meeting of the Judicatory is conſtitute, the Clerk is 
to call the Koll, and the Abſenis marked, in order to a 
Cenſure, ſuch as the Judicatory thinks fit. 

2. The Moderetor ( it the Meeting be occaſional pro re nata } 

is to narrate the Occaſion, and Cauſe of the ſame, 

 3- It itbetheordinary time of Meeting, it ſeems moſt expedient to 
beg'n with reading over the Minuts, and Attsof the laſt Meeting : both 
to know if the ſame were rightly Recorded, and to refreſh the Memory 
of the Mcmbers with what was done. 

4. It there were any References trom the laſt Meeting to this; theſe 
come to be the firſt under conſideration, and expeded. 
| 5+ Forany new matter that may come betore-a Church: jadicatory : 
great caution would be uſed, that it be ficly brought chither, | 

6, Wherefore Committees of every Judicatory ( even of the loweſt 
and the more Sureriot the better ) are very convenient to meet privy to 
the Judicatory ; both to lop off unneceſſary Buſinefs, and tacilitate the 
axpoting what is fir, wherein they arc to walk as is direted, Chap. 

R. 

7. And indeed no Member is to bring in a Cauſe or Matter, eſpe. 
cially which may occaſion a P receſs; unl-ſs he acquaint that Commiitee, 
or the Moderator, and ſome Members of the Judicatory before hand ; or 
be very ture of the finefs of the ſame 

$. This Caution is eſpecially ro be uſedin the bringing into a Judi- 
catory, the delation of any Scandal; and in theſe delations, the DireQti- 
ons, Chap. would be carefully noticed. 

9. Whenany buſineſs is called in a Judicatory, whether by Petition, 
or Information, the Judicatories are in the firſt place, to conſider whe- 
ther it be comperent tor them to cognoſce upon, and would endeavour 
ro narrow their Work, as much as with the edification of the Church they 
can; eſpecially as co the head of Scandal. 

10. lhoan Aﬀeair, as to the Subje&t Marrer, may be proper for the 
Judicarories notice, yet before they proceed therein, they would wiſcly 
conſider, if it be fit that they meddle with that Aﬀair; and herein great 
prudence is to be exerciied, and both the good of the Church, the FE difica- 
tion of the Perſons concerned, and the credit of the Judicatory, in 1 

ifluc 
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ifſue of the affair, atetobe inthe Judicarories Eye, how to obtain theſe, 
before the Judicatory meddle with the affair ; and thele tobe preferred to 
the P aſfion, Imprudence, Malice, or Self-deſigns, or miſtaken Zeal of 
the Informers or Delators. 

11. Andif the Aﬀair propoſed, do any way touch, or relate unto a- 
ny of the Members of the Judicatory it ſelf, out of a true concern for the 
credit of the Member, the Judicatory would endeavour, to be more cau. 
tious in proceeding, leſt it may be thought, the Judicatory may be by- 
aſſed, in favour of their own Member ; which, as it is poſſible the Ju. 
dicarory may be, ſoit is ordinary that people ſuſpet them to be. 

12, Andſometimes it will be fit, in ſome matter propoſed, todelay 
the conſideration thereof till further time clear the Judicatories way, 
and thereby prevent Miſtakes, both inthe Delater, andin other perſons 
concerned. 

13. Andinſach Caſes, way times P rudence requiteth, that the Ju- 
dicatory commit ſuch an Aﬀeair, betore it be proceeded in, to the confi- 
deration of a few ofthe more Wiſe, and Experienced of the Members, 
who are to report their Opinion, whether the Aﬀair will require the Ju- 
dicatories proceeding thercin, ornot; and who may fatisfy and divert 
the Delator, from further proſecuting the Afﬀair, if they ſhall ſee 
that beſt. | 

14. The Judicatory is likewiſe to conſider, whether the Aﬀair ig re- 
gularly and orderly brought in before them ; and cenſure, it it be found 
otherwiſe: yet ſoas ſometimes the Cauſe ( notwithſtanding of forme ir= 
regularities) muſt be confidereu by them. 

15. The Judicatory, whenthe Afairis Tabled, is to conſider early 
how far the Cauſe brought in, is to betryed by them; and whether on- 
ly ir bc proper for them, to prepare it to a Superiot Judicatory, that 
thereby the Infetiour Judicarorics may not tranſgrelſs their true Limics. 

16, Nothing ought to be admicred by any Judicatory, as the Ground 
of a Proceſs for Cenfure, but what hath been declared cenſurable b 
ſome Canon, AR, or Unverſal Cuſtom of the National Church, un 
there be ſome ſpeciality in the thing, as to that Judicatory, and the 
Bounds of its extent, and ſome. ſpecial Cuſtom they have, which pſi: 
bly may give ſufficient Ground to a Proceſs, but herein, that Churches 
Edihcation is to be much ſtudied, and clear beyond debate. 

17. In procceding in all Cauſes, wherein there is any Perſon, or 
Party concerned, the Judicatory is to ſee, that betore they proceed, the 
Perſon be duely fiſted before them, by a legal timeous Ciration, the Ex- 
ecution of which Summonds, is to be returned by the Bedel, and the 
Ferſon callcd at the door. 

1$. And ſometimes, the Party may be of that Quality, that it will 
be fit they beprivatly ſpoken to by the Moderator, or Elders, before any 
publick Citation given or Proceſs begun, for their better gaining, If 
the Party appear nor, there oughtto be a ſecond, and then a thicd Ci- 
ration given, cither to the Pc: ſon perſonally apprehended, or left at their 
dwelling houſc, before the Judicatory declare the perſon contumacious; 
unleſs the Party be cited ro 2ppear before a Superior Judicatory, by Re- 
ference, or Appeal; in which calc, there is not that need of ſo many Ci- 
trations, betore the Supciivr Judicatory: The Party having actually ap- 

C 3 peared 
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peared before the Inferior Judicatory , and by them cited, apud 4774, 
before the Superior ; or having been contumacious before the Cauſe was 
brought before the Superior Judicatory, 


19. All Citations apud af7a ate peremptory, and infcrr contuma- 
cy it not obeyed, 

20. ' Tho the perſon do not appear on the third Citation, the Ju- 
dicatory may, if it be needfu], nor only proſecute the perſon for contu« 
—_ but likewiſe proceed to make out the firſt Libel, and adduce Wit- 
neſles. 

21. I{the party appear, then the Moderator informing the perſon of 
the occaſion of his being called; is to cauſe read the Libel, if there be 
one - write; Or if it be one ſingle Fat, then he is to be acquainted 
with it, 

22. There ſcems tobe noneecd of Accuſers, or Informers in Eccleſ- 
aſtick Proceſſes, ſo that the party, it cited, is to anſwer the Judicatory,and 
what the Moderator or Clerk laycth to his charge ; Yer fo, that if the 
Perſon cited be found innocent, and acquitted ; thoſe who informed the 
Judicatory, ought to be noticed for either their Calumny or Imprudence, 
as the Judicatory ſhall think beſt; 

23. If there be needof Witneſſes, they onghr to be timeouſly cited, 
ro give evidence, and if they retuſe, may be proceeded with, as contu- 
macious. 

24. Befor the Witneſſes be examined, the accuſed Perſon is to be 
called, andif he appcar, may objeQ againſt any of them; and if the Ob- 
jeRions be relevant, the Witneſſes are to be caſt : but a perſons being the 
Delatcror Informer doth not hinder him to be a Witneſs; except in caſc 
of pregnant Preſumptions of Malice at the perſon accuſed. 

25. Thotherebeno relevant ObjeRion, = if the accuſed deſire it, 
the Witneſſes are ſolemnly to be purged of Malice, and partial Counſel. 

26: The Witneſles are tobeſworn, and examined in the preſence of 
the accuſed Party, if they pleaſe ; and may deſire the Moderator to pro- 
poſe ſuch Queſtions to the Witneſſes, as may tend for his cxculpation ; 
which it the Moderator. think pertinent, are to be propcſed. But no 
accuſed perſon is to interrupt, or ſpeak, during the time of Depo- 
ſition, 

27. Andtheaccuſed Party is to be allowed to adduce Witneſles for 
Exculpation; co whom the Moderator and Clerk areto give Wartand to 
cite, on the Parties Charges. 

28. Durcing the Parties and Witneſſes being preſent, all the Mem. 
bers areto be (ſilent, and the Moderator only to ſpeak, till the Varties be 
removed. 

29. Afterthe Depoſitions arc ended, the Parties being removed, the 
Members of the Judicatory are to reaſon the Afﬀair calmly, ſpeaking al- 
wiſe to the Moderator, one after another, withour interrupting one ano- 
ther ; uſcing no refleing Language, to, or of one another, nor long Har: 
rangues, or Digreſſions. 

3c, Ir were good, that no Objeion might be made to any Over: 


ure propoſed, but with the proponing ſome new Overture in place of 


dhe other, 
31. During 
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31, Daring the Debate, great deferents is to be payed tsthe Mo. 
derator; afd his Admonitions, Cautions, Interrupting of long needleſs 
$pceches, — other 90 gs n_ headed and L 9 Wa 

3». Asit frequently falls our, for a Judicarory to appoint Commic- 
tees of their own Number, for ſeveral Afﬀairs, lo they would be diligenc 


in thern tO an Account, andeirther &, or cenfures theny. for 
San cnt uk 


SECT: VI: 
i Of the cloſing of all Kirk-Fudicatories, 


I, Fter the Jugdicatory hath ended the A fairs they mett for, they 
are ( if they have time) to read oyer their Minutes. 
2. | The time of their'next Meeting; is to be appointed. | 
3. The Moderator is to give Orders tothe Clerk and Bedell, \to pre; 
pare the Aﬀairs committed to them, againſt the nexe Meeting, 
4 _ Roll of the Membersis to be called, and again the abſents to 
be marked- 


5. The Moderator cloſeth the Meeting with ſolemn Prayer, and 
Thankſgiving. 


CHAP. 11. 
Of the Proceedings and Methods 
of 'Kirk-Seſs10ns, 


SECHI. L 
Of the Conſtitution of this Fudicatory, 


I. MHis Judicatory, being the loweſt, and which is in every Pa 
riſh, confiſts of one Minifter at leaft, or two; and inacom- 
petent number of Ruling Elders ; and the Deacons of thar Pariſh, and 
Church are ro be preſent; and bave in all Afﬀeairs a conſulcative Vote, 
tho not dcciſive, en — 


2. All 


Fl : 

| 2. All the Elders of that Cork, , 4 Pariſh are Members of the 
| Seſſion, and ought to attend all the Meetings; it not being a Meeting 
made up of Delegats. : 

| 3, If there be but one Miniſter there, he is Moderator ex Officio; 


and conſtant out of Neceſſity. 

| 4. Thoan Elder being once ſo ordained,makes him to be ſo duri 
liie, unleſs hebe cenſured with Depoſition, or demit his Office, a 

| | the Demiſſion accepted by a Judicatory ; yet where there are plenty of 

' Perſons, fit to be Elders, and plenty of Elders ; the aftual Exerciſe of 

' the Office, as ts conſtant attendance on the Seſſion, ©c. may be limit. 

ed for a time, and others take their turn, 


f | 2 SECT. 1L 


' Partles appearing before them , to declare 
TS purpoſe of | vl , in order to 
{ the publick Proclamation thereof. 


e | | I. He publick Proclamation of Parties, (who intend ro be mar 
"m ried) betore the Congregation, for three Sabbath Days ; 
| being both Chriſtian, Rational, and required by the Law of the Lard ; 

+ Bf that it may be morc arcerly done, the Seſſion is to be acquainted there 


” ll. 
had 


s. iff with 
'2. Whereto its fit the Parties appear before the Sefsion, and own 
(| theie incended Purpeſe. 
| 3- But before they appear, upon the Clerks informing rhe Scion, 
J | that ſuch Perſons are atrending, the Moderator isto enquire ar the Sef 
x | | | fion, ifthe Perſons be free and unmarried Perſons, and unengaged to a. 
ny others ; that they are not within the Degrees of Conſanguinity,or Aﬀt- 


19! nity forbidden : nor under any Scandal ; wnerein, it the Seſſion be far 
"8 | tisfied, it may prevent the Moderators asking any ſuch Queſtion at them- 
* F 4+ VVben they are called in, the MoZgerator is to ask them, if it. 
#0 .  betheir Defignto Mary ? And if there be need ( if any of the Parties 


be lately come co the Pariſh, or beot another) their Teſtimonials are 
to be called for, of heir being unmaried, free Perſons, | 
5. The Moderatoris likewiſe to enquire of the Parents, Tutors, or Cu- 
rators, or neareſt Friends their Conſent, which is ro be ſignified co the 
Seſſion, either by Write, or by ſome of them, their appearing togiveit: 
But if the Parties be Widows, they are /us 7uris as tothe $:llion. 
6, If itappear thattheP arents, or Tutors, Gr. do not conſent, and 
are reluQant to the Marriage, the Seſſion 1s to ſummon fuch Patents be- 
ſore 


C38.) 
fore them, to giye an account of the fakes of theſame, of which the 
Seſſion is to judge; and it they find them frivolous and unreaſonable, - 
may proceed notwithſtanding, 

7- It Parties be ſo well known to the Seffion, as that there is no 
ground of hefitation, andot Quality, there is no need of perſonal ap- 
pearance. 

8. If Parties delay their Marriage fourty days after Proclamation ; 
they are to be cenſured, and renew Gefame, below they bemwcriee, 


SECT. III. 
Of the Admiſſion of Infants to Baptiſm. 


I. (I born within the Verge of the Viſible Church, of P a: 
rents proteſling the Chriſtian Religion, bave a right to Bap. 
tiſm, whatever be the Ignorance, or Scandalouſnels of rhe Parents. 

2, Thereare noothe: Sponſors to be taken for Children at Baptiſm, 
but only rhe Parents, and eſpecially the Father : both chat Duty, and 
the pertormancs thereot, lying on the Father chicfly, and where there 
are Parents, ought te be laid on no others. 

5. It che Father be abſent, then any Friend or Relation, or the Mo: 
ther of the Child, may preſent the Child ; and thee ment laid on ta 
delivertothe Parent, an Account thereof, and tolay the Duries on him 
engaged unio. 

4. Incaſe of Scandal cenſurable, wich the Parent lyath vader, un- 
relaxed: the Patent is not robe adn:irred topreſent the Child, but ſome 
other Perſon, orthe Mother, in calc ſhe be (rec of Scandal. 

5. Incaſcotgroſs Ignorance, and no Inſtruction ſuccestul, then the 
Mother's Knowledpe may be tryed, and ſhe admitted to preſent the Child; 
if neither be fic, then another. 

6. If both Parents be ſcandalous and unfir, and that they cannoc 
prevail wich any fit pe:ſon to preſent the Child in their Name; it is 
very proper forthe Elder of that Quarter to preſent the Child as Sponſor 
and ro engage to lay the Dutics home to the Parents, 

7. In caſe of Children tound inthe Streer, the Scſlion is to order 
the preſenting of the Child, and the Seſſionir ſelf, is to ſeeto the Chriſti. 
- Education of the Child; as the Magiſtrate is to rake care of irs ſu- 

enance. 
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Of Admiſcion to the Lords-Table } and 
Debarring from it, 


I. |þ belongs peculiarly and properly to the Kirk. Seſſion, to Judge 

and Determine the fitneſs of Perſons :o be admitted to the 
Sacrament of the Supper, and in a Chutch conſtituted and complcar, 
neither Miniſters nor Elders, ſeparatly are to take that on them. 

2. The Rules the Seſſion are to walk by in their Procedure thercin, 
may be theſe. rx. A competent Knowledge in the Fundamentals of 
the Chriſtian Religion, found out by a Judicial Examination 2. An 
owning of, ſubmitting to, and ordinary attending ihe Ordinances of 
Chriſt, publick and privat Worſhip of God, and uſing other Means of 
Knowledge. 3. Aninoffenſive Walk and Converſation towards God 
and Man. 

3- That the Seſſion may walk knowingly, in paſſing their Judici. 
all Sentence of admitting, or debarring from the Lable; they arc to ap- 

int the Diets of theſe Judicial Examinations, which are to be done 

y the Minifter in the preſence of the Seſſion, or at leaſt of rwoor thrice 
of the Elders, that thereby the Seſſion, when it proceeds, may have the 
Teſtimony ot two, or three Witneſſes. 

4. The Judicial Examinatiens (if the Perſon be found of compe- 
tent Knowledge) are no more to be gone abour, as to thar Perſon, vn« 
leſs ſ:ch be atterwards debarred, through manifeſt growing ignorance, 


of which the perſon may on further Tryal be found guilty. 


5. The Miniſter is then likewiſc at theſe Judicial Examinations, eſpe. 
cially to enquire the Perſon, 1. If they haveſcriouſly confidered the 
Engagements their Parents did enter into for them, at their Baptiſm. 
2. 1t they be willing to adhere to, renew, and through Grace aſſiſt; 
ing, topertorm the Conditions of that Coyenanr, 3. If they Worſhip 
God inſecrer, in their Familics they belong unto, and attend his Pub- 
lick Worſhip: And theſe Duties would be laid upon them, as Condi- 
tions of their admitrance. 

6. Asto the inoffenſive Walk, which the Seſſion ought to be ſatis- 
fied about, it is ſufficient Proof thereof, that the Perſon hath nor been 
found guilty of any Scandal, incurring Ecclcſiaſtick Cenſure. 

7. The Kirk-Seſſion being informed by the Miniſter and Elders,to- 
gether with their own proper Knowledye of the Perſon, are Jadicially 
co paſs their Sentence of Admiſſion, or non admiſſion, as they ſhall ſee 


cauſe; 


MM. 


cauſe ; and to record the ſame intheir Seſſion. Book, there always to 
remain, unleſs by after Scandal, they be judicially Suſpended and De- 
barred- 

$8. Thc Miniſter and Clerk of the Seſſion, or any two Elders may 
give Teſtimonials to any Perſon thus admitted, to any Neighbour Con» 
gregation, where this Sacrament is to be celebrated ; but ro none o- 
ther. 

9. The Miniſter and Seſſion of a Neighbour Congregation, are to 
admit all ſuch, as bring ſuch Teſtimonials, and that ex 4ebit0; and by 
teaſon of the Communion of Saints, and none other. 


SE C1: V. 


Of Proceeding with Drunkards, Swearers, Pro- 
faners of the Sabbath ; and not Obſervers of 
Faſts, and T hankegtvings. 


I. HE Members cf the Seſſion, are wiſely to conſider the In. 

tormation they ger, and conſulc with the Miniſter, even be. 
fore the ſame be communicate to others, that thereby the ſpreading of 
the $candal may be prevented ; that the fame may be removed by a Pri. 
yate Admonition ; which, if amendment follow, it is the ſar beſt way of 
gaining and recovering a lapſed Brother. 


2. It may fall our, that even one ſingle AR ofcither Drunkennels, 
Swearing, Protaniny of the Sabbath, or Contempt of Faſts er thankſ- 
ivings, may be cluathed with ſuch aggravating Circumſtances, as may 
| 40s Proceſs, and even bring the Parties guilty, under the Cenſure of 
the Leſſer Excommunication, and to appear before the Congregation, be- 
fore a Relaxation, the weight ot all which is to be duely pondered. 

3, Butinordinary, inall ſuch and ſuch Kind of Oftences, where the 
trequency makes the Crime turn ſcandalous; the Guilty tor the firſt Fault, 
would be ſpoken to in priva'e, by the Miniſter or an Elder, and admo. 
niſhed; and on p1omile to amend, the Seſſion would ſift there, 

4, Andonthe ſecond Lapſe, the Perſon would be called before rhe 
Seſſion, and it proven, may be there Judicially rebuked ; where the 
Seſſion, on promile to amend, may agan fiſt. 

5. Burt it they amend not after char, the Seſſion would orderly pro- 
ceed, till they infli-t the © enſure of the le(ſer Excommunication ; and 
there leave them 1] amendment. 

6. ltthe Perſon accuſed, deny Drunkenneis, and impuic thcie Signs, 
and Efiects of Diunkenneſs which the witnelles icltifie, to other Cavules, 


E as 
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as ſickneſs of the Stomach, giddineſs of the Head; he would be more nar: 
rowly examined, to fee if he fall under the definition of Drunkenneſs, 
as the Law of the Land defineth the ſame, Af to. Par 22. Jam. 6. And 
LAT 1. Part 1.Ch 2. That, (astodrinking which foundeth a Proceſs 
for a Civil Puniſhment, being good ground of Offence, as icandalous. 

7. Inall theſe other ſuch Offences, which are both cenſurable, by an 
Ecclefiaſtick Judicatory , as ſcandalous; and puniſhable by the Civil 
and Municipal Laws of the Land, as Crimes, the the one of theſe, doth 
noth impede the proſecutions before the other, yet a Church Judicatory, 
and particutarly a Church Seffion, in theſe Cafes, ſhould wiſely ponder 
the Temper of the Perſon accuſed, and Place, and other Circumſtances 
and it it can be found more effeAual, for reclaiming and reſtraining ſuch 
outbreakings, that the Civil Magiſtraze do meddle moſt with them,they 
ſhould be acquainted therewith, and entreated thereun'o, whereby the 
Church may be leſs difficulted, and the Perſon made moſt ſenſible ot his 
mil behaviour 

8, If the guilty perſon ly under the Cenſure 'of the leſſer Excommou» 
nication aconfiderable time ; Andyer continues frequently Relapſing in 
theſe Vices of Drunkenvels, Swearing &c. It may be conſtrued fuch a 
degree of contumacy, and ſo aggravate the Crime as to ſound a Proceſs 
of the higheſt Cenfſure of the greater Excommunication; which is to be 
inflicted as oft as may tendto the rec!aiming of the guilty perſon, or to 
the Edification of the Church, 


Sea. VL 


Of Proceſſes, for Uncdeenzeſs, For nication, and 
Adultery. 


1. TN Delations about Uncleanneſs; It is uſual that when the thing 

is put to the ſtrickeſt Tryal ; all that can be proven, are but pre- 
ſumptions of Guilr, or Scandalous behaviour, and not the AR of Un- 
cleannefs ; which ſhould oblige the Kirk Seſſion, to be very cautious how 
they admit the publick entering a Proceſs, without good warrant. 

2. Many of theſeARtions, Which give occaſion to the raifing a Scandal, 
of Uncleanneſs, are ſuch as are not themſelves alone publickly Cenſur- 
able; but to be paſt by with a private Rebuke, or Admonition. 

Yet ſome of theſe Ations, which come under the name of Scanda- 
MF. behaviour ; may beſo Laſcivious and Obſcene, and cloathed with 
ſach Circumſtances, as may be as offenſive, as the Act of Uncleanneſs 
- ir felf, and as Cenſurable, ww 


= 

4. If the Scandal be fo flagrant, we occaſion a Proceſs, The Sefſion 
is toconſider, wietherit can be proven, which is done, either, x. by 
the bringing torth 0! a Child. 2. by the confeſſion ot borh, or either party, 
3. by Witneſſes. 4. or by ſuchpreſumptions and concurring -cireums» 
ſtances. as convince the Judic: tory of the truth of the Fat : Butler this 
be wiſely conſidered how far it can go, 

5. Whenan Unmarried Woman brings for'h a Child (ir being that 
which ordinarly is known) gives good ground to a Kirk S«(ſjon for a Pro» 
ceſs againſt her. 

6. After ſhe is cited before the Seſſion and appeateth ; She isto be in- 
terrogate, whois the Father of that Chile? And tho in other caſes, the 
divulging of a S:cret ; may be very imprudent , and in.ced the raiſing 
of a Scanda): Yetin this caſe, where there isa Child, whereby there is 
an undenyable Scandal, and the keeping ſecret of the Father, a ground 
of greater offtznce, and of ſuſpecting many Innocent Perſons, if ſhe 
diſcover not the Father; ſh 1s to be lookt upon as contumacious. 

7. The perſon the nameth to bethe Father ot the Child, isto be in- 
formed therecf ; and ſpoke to privately; if he deny the ſame, he is ſeri- 
ouſly to be dealt with, to confeſs the ſame 5 if he (till deny, Then the 
Seſſion is ro cauſe cite him to appear befote them. 

8. Inthis Proceſs, when the delatcd Father appeareth; tho the Wo- 
mans Teſtimony can be no ſufficient evidence, yer another Witnefs and 
ſometimes only preſumptions, as frequenring her company, or being 
Solus cums /ola, mm loco ſuſpettoinſuſpet poſtures ; and ſuch like which 
he cannot diſprove, to the fatisfaction of the Seſſion; may folay the 
guilt upon him, asto bring it ro his Oath of Purgation. 

9 lnataking this Oath tor F urgation, All Tenderncſs and Caution is 
to be uſed ; noris the Seſſion to preſs any man thereto, nor is it to be 
takenin any caſc bur this, when the preſumprions are ſogreat,that create 
ſuch a Jealoufic in that Congregation and Seffion, rhat nothing will re- 
move the ſuſpicion, but the Mans Oath of Purgation ; and when his Oath 
will indeed remove the Scandal and Suſpicion: in all other caſcs,this Oath 
is1n vain and ſv {1:2uld not be admitted, and never but by adyice of thePres- 
bytrie. 

: 10- This Cath for Pmigation, being to be taken Judicially, and a 
part of a Proceſs, is to be betore the Kirk Seſſion, and it be found 
needful, it may be intimate to the Congregation, that ſuch a perſon bath 
taken ſuch an Oath ; and ſo is declared clear of the alledg-d Scandal. 

it. Yct fo, it the caſe be extraordinary andedification of the Congre- 
gation require,the Kirk Seſſion may wii h advice of the Presbytrie, Com- 
miſſionate the Mintiter to rake it in the tace of the Congregation, the 
Members ot the Seſſion being preſent; orrather the Oath being taken 
before the Seſſion : The party may be obliged to be preſent inthe Con- 
gregation, and may be put pablickly toown his purging himſelt by Oath. 

12. Aſlterthe delated Father, hath purged bimfelt by Oath: The Wo- 
man isto be dealt with, to give the true Father, andit attcr all ſerious deal. 
ing, and cue Dt) gence ſhegive no other: Sheis ro beCenlured accor- 
ding to the quality of the Offence confeſſed by her; without —_— 
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the perſon delated by her. The Judicatory reſerving place for further 

Cenſure upon futther Diſcovery. 

13. It the Woman who hath brought forth the Child, doth declare 
ſhe knoweth not the Father,alledging ſhe was forced, as in the Fields by a 
perſon unknown, orin her ſicep; in theſe caſes great P rudence is tobe 
uſed: the former behaviour ot the Woman exattly ſearched into, and 
ſhe ſeriouſly dealt with to be ingenuous; a'id if ſh. hath been of intire fame 
ſhe may be purged by Oath ; but not without the advice of the Presbyrrie. 

14- It aperſondo voluntarly confeſs Uncleanneſs, and if there beno 
Child; and the caſe be brought to the Kirk Seſſion The Seſſion is toen- 
quire what preſumptions there are of the truth ot the thing conſeſt, or 
what may have moved the perſon to make thar confeſſion ? Whether it 
floweth from Diſquietneſs of Mind ? or from finiſtrous defipn ? As when 
a Man ſucing to a Woman for Marriage is denyed; and trormRevenge,or 
to obtain his deſire, ſpreads the Report that he hath been guilty with her; 
they are to be dealt with accordingly. 

' I5, Ifitbe found, That there is noground for the Confeſſion, and 
that it 1s falſe, the perſon conteſling is to be Cenſured according to the 
confeſſion. and likeways as a Slanderer, and withall Application is to be 
made by the Seſſion to the Civil Magiſtrate that they may be punifhed 
according to Law. 

16. lt there be need of Witneſſes. The Directions Chap. 2. Sef. g, 
$.22,23.t029. aretobe minded. 

17. When Perſons guilty of Uncleanneſs live one in one Pariſh, and 
another in another : (The Proceſs againſt them, and Cenſures are to be 
before the Scſſion of the Pariſh where the Woman liverh 

18. If aScandal of Uncleanneſs be commitred Tranfiently; Ag if 
Perſons having their fixzd Reſidence in one Pariſh doth commit Unclean- 


. neſs in another Pariſh, or perhaps in the Ficlds.or at Fairs,or Mercats ; in 


theſe caſes, they are ro be Proceſſed and Cenſured, where their ordinary 
abode is, except the place of cheir abode he at confiderable diſtance from 
the place where the Scandal was committed, and the Scandal be molt fla- 
grant where it was committed. 

19. When there is a Scandal of Uncleannefs, whereof ſeveral perſons 
are guilty, living in different P ariſhes. The Seſtion where the Scandal 
is commirred, is to acquaint the other Seſſi2n, where any of the perſons 
Refide, who arc Ex 4&brtioto cauſe Summond theſe perſons to appear 
before that Se(fion, where the Scandal is to be tryed. 

20. Whenaperſon is Convitt ofa Scandal by a Seffion of an other 
Conerepation, then his own andthe Cenſure of the leſſer Exc:mmunica- 
tion inflicted ; the Seſſion is to ſend an account rhereof, to that Seflicn 
to which he belongs; butthere is noneed of any other Sentence of his 
own Seſſion to fix the Cenſure on him ; bur only a publick Intimation 
thereof to be made in his own Pariſh. 

21. Whenapetrſonis Cenſured, and abſolved from his Scandal, in a 
Stranger Congpregati-n; heisrobring 1 Teſtimonial of his Abtolution, 
whick is to be Intimate to the Congrepation he lives in. 

SECT. 
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SECT. VII. 


Of the EleFion aud Conftituting of Elders. 


I. Wii there isa Miniſter and Elders in a Congregation eons 
ſtituring a Seſſion ; there may be need of more Flders ro 


ſapply the places of ſome, who may be removed by Death,or otherways 

2. It doth moſt peculiarly bzlong to the Seſſion ; to look a the 
Maſters and Heads of Families,or others, for ſome perſons fit to be Elders, 

3. Theſe or:inarly may be expected tobe beſt had from amongſt the 
Deacons of the Pariſh; the qualifications of that Office, not only fitting 
much for this, but the experience Deacons have. by being preſent at the 
Seſſion, being a further fitting of them for the office of an Elder. 

'4- It will fall out, That ſometimes it will be fit and neceſſary, that the 

Miniſter and preſent Elders, doin a prudent and private way, try the In- 
clinations of the moſt leading and Judicious of the People, eſpecially the 
Heads of Families ; and of theſe quarters of the Congregation to which 
the Elders wanting belonged : thereby toprevent the Elders Nameirg 
and bringing to publick, theſe perſons who may be inacceprabie, where 
others can be had ; and the Edification ot the Congregation would there* 
in be ſtudied, 
5 Whenthe Kirk-Scſſion have agreed on the Nomination, wherein 
they would endeavour to be Unanimous; the Perſons Nominated are to 
be {oke to, and dealt with to accept of the Office, before their Names 
be brought in publick : wherein great Tendernefs and Earneſtneſs would 
be uſed: It being frequent with many Modeſt and moſt fit Perſons to be 
moſt hardly and difficulcly prevailed with. 

6. Thoit may beſuppoſed, that none will be Named ro this Office,but 
ſuch who will be of Competent Knowledge, yer a Judicial Examination, 
and Tryal would be raken cf his Knowledge, in the Grounds and Princi- 
ples of Religion, in caſes of Conſcience, and about the Goyernment, Dif- 
cipline of the Church, and Duties of Elders, and that before the Seſſion, 
or two or three Elders. 

7- When there is hopes of Succeſs therein, TheSeffion is ro appoint 
the Miniſter, that onthe Lords Day aiter Fore noons Sermon, he Inti- 
mate to the Congregation the neceſlity of more Elders ; and the Seſſions 
Nomination; and may deſire any perſon, that hath any Objections 
againſt any ot the Perſons Named, to make the ſame either to the Seſſion 
or any Member thereot, berwixt and ſuch a day- 

$. Whenthe day cometh w herem the Objections are to be brought in, 
the Sceflion mult mect; and baye the Ele& Elders edict rerurned; and 
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the Beddcl is to Intimate at the Door if there be any ObjeRers they may: 
appear, it none, ther]the day is appointed ro ordain them, andthe Mini- 
ſter who is appointed to be Actor. 

g. Whentheday is come, it were very fit the Miniſter chooled to 
Preach on ſuch a ſubjeRt as might relate to that Work, ſhewing the 
Duties of Elders and People to them, 

ro. After Sermon is ended inthe Fore-noon; the Miniſter is to ſhow the 
People that he is going about to ordain ſome more Elders tothem, to tell 
them ofall the orderly Steps, which they have tzken preparatory ; and 
that now nothing impedeth his going on. 

11. Thenthe Miniſter calling upthe Candidates by Name, and they 
ſtanding together in ſome conſpicuous place, as conveniency will allow, 
are to be interrogated, concerning their Orthodoxy, and tobe taken ſo. 
lemnly engaged to adhere to own and Mantain the DoQtrine, Diſcipline, 
Worſhip, and Government ot the Church: and to lay themſelves out 
both by their Exemple, and in the Office of Elders ; to ſuppreſs Vice, 
Cheriſh Piety , and Exerce Diſcipline faithfully and diligently, 

12, Then (the Candidares ſtill ſtanding up) the Miniſter is next by 
Solemn Prayer toſert them apart in verbs de preſents, as iN the ordination 
of Niniſters (mutatis mutandis) 

13- After Prayer the Miniſteris to ſpeak ro them, now as Elders En- 
couraging them to Faithſulneſs, and Threarning if negligent. 2. Heis to 
dire a wordof Exhortationto the People, ſhewing them their Duty to 
the Elders, and Exhorting them to obedience inthe Lord, and to ſtrengrh- 
ea their Elders hands. 


SECT. VIL 


Of Eccleſrattical Proceſſes, which nattvely begin 
in the Kirk Seſfion. but are ot to be brought 
to a final Determination by them. 


Y Here are ſome Proceſſes. which do natively begin at the Kirk- 

Seſſion ; bur, which for the Atrocity of the Scandal, or dif 
ficulty in the Afﬀair, ar general Concern: the Kirk-Seffion having tre- 
quent Mectings of the Presbytrieto have recourle to, do not derermine 
of themſelves. 

2. Such aretheScandalsof Inceſt, Adultery, Tre-lapfe in Fornicati- 
on, Schiſms, and Separation from the Publick Ordinances, Proceſles in 
order tothe higheſt Excommunication; and continued contumacy, Erroc 
and Herefic vented and made publick, by any of the Congregation; For- 


nication 


LR. 3 
nicationin a Miniſtcr, or any other Scandal committed by a Miniſter 
which beſide depoſition, draweth the Cenſure of the Icfſer Excommun- 
_— "D_—_ him; and fuch like groſs Scandals declared by the Church 
to] . 

3- The Kirk-Seſſion receiving, Information of ſuch groſs Scandals, 
_ to weigh the ſame, according to the Rules and DireAions pre. 
ſcribed rothem, in Procefles which are their peculiar Province. 

4. And when the Seſſion finds good ground for a Proceſs, they ave 
todeal with the guilty, to conteſs that which now cannot be hid, nor a- 
mended, till ſatisfaction be made rothe Church, which, when done,che 
Seſſion is to convey the Information thereof by their Miniſter and Ruling 
Elder in to the Presbyrric. 

5. But where there ts no Confeſſion, the Seſſion is not to: proceetl 
to. lead Probation by Witneſſes or Preſumptions, nil} an account of the 
Afﬀair be brought by a Reicrence to the P ie, and the Pregby trig 
do thereupon Commaillionate and Appoint the Seflion to proceed, and 
lead Probation. 

6. And alter Probationis led, the Presbytriejs ph be adviſed, 
who may appoint the Seſſion to infli& what Cenfure they lee cauſe; all 
Cenſures in atty Proceſs, which come betore a Seſſion ( cxcepe the grea- 
ter Excommunication, and Cenſuring for Hereſte, and Rebukes betore 
the Presbyrrie) being to be rhe Judicial AR of the Scefſion; tho the 
Presbytries Advice be necellaty to payed the face. 

7. When Perſons cenſured, for theſe grofier Scandals, do apply to 
the Kirk-Seſlion tor Relaxation, they may both be privaily conferred with 
and l:kewiſe theis Acknowledgements heard befere the Seflion ; bur 
they ought not to be brought betore the Congregation, in order to their 
Abſolution, nor Abſolved, bus by Advice and Ordet of the Presbywie. 


SECT. IX: 


Of the privy Cenſures in the Seſrions. 


1. TN every Kirk-Seſſion, there ought to be twice in the Year pri- 
vy Cenlures; ( as they ace called) of the Members of the 
Seſloo. 
2: Arthe Meeting preceeding the ſame, all the Members ſhould be 
warned to be puncually preſent that day. 
3. Seing the Miniſters undergo their privy Cenſures in the Presby- 
tris, and thar genezally —_ one Minifterinthe Seſſion, who _ 
> 
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be Moderator. Therefore the Miniſters are not to undergo this pri- 
vy Cenſure before the Seſſion. But only the Elders, Deacons, Clerk 
and Bedells. | 

. The Moderator of the Seſſion is to cauſe the Clerk read the Roll 
of the Members; and beginning at the beginning of the Roll, they are 
ons by one, after another to be removyed, and then the reſt of the Mem- 


bers are, by the Moderator to be enquired coficerning the Walk and Con; 


verſation of the Member removed, concerning __ and Pru- 


dence in his Station; and whatever any have ob and informed 
worthy the Noticing ; is fregly and* with Loye, afid Tendernefs to be 
communicated. ; p 

5. The Seſſion is to judge of all Tnſormations concerning the Mem- 
ber removed, and as thsy judge him deſerving ; either only the priva-e 
Admonition, or Reproof of the Miniſter his alone; orof _ ot the 
Elders their alone ; orof the Moderatorin Name of the Sellion coram ; 
avthe of the , the Edification of the F arty, and Comtorc 
, Or Congregation requiteth; is to be done with all Love, 
Tenderneſs and Freedom. | 
|  6.. If nothing be obſerved needful to be amended, -but an account 
from all hands, ot the Faithtulneſs, Prudence, and Diligence of the Mem- 


ber removed ;' then heis to'be exhorted rogoon, and encouraged, and 


God to be bleſſed on his account» And the Moderator, when he ts called 
in, te expreſs the $ ſatisfation and comfort therein | 

7. Aiterallthe Elders haye thus, one after atjother, and each one at- 
ter he hath been called in, and got the mind of the Seffion concerning him, 
and ſer in his place: The Deacons, one after another areto paſs their 
Cenſures. And in paſſing the Cenſures of Deacons, as to their Beha- 
viour in relation to that Office, the other Deacons are not only to have 
a conſultative Vote ( which they had in the Cenſutes of Elders) but 
likewiſe a Deciſive, 

$. Next after the Deacons, the Clerk of the Seſſion is to be remo- 
ved, and the Members enquited concerning. his Carriage; and the Sel. 
fion Books, and other Regiſters of Births, and Burials would be ſeen 


_ -_ exactly kept, and put in readineſs for the Presbytrie, when cal- 


them. | | | 
Bedel or Church. Officer, would likeways in the ſame 


9. 


manner be enquired after, and cither admoniſhed,'-or encouraged, as 
need requireth, | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IIL 


Of the Proceedings and Methods 
in Presbytrees. 


SECGEL 1. 
Of the Conſtitution of this Fudicatory. 


I. His Judicatory is made up, and conſiſts of the Paſtors, E1- 
| ders, and Deacons, ot a number of particular Parochial 
Congreyations. aſſociate together for their mutual help, and comfort. 

2. The number of Congregations are not determinate; ten @r 
twelve, rather more than fewer, as the Adjacencic of the Congregati- 
0's, thcir compactneſs, and eaſfineſs in travelling, will moſt ordinarly 
allow. 

3. And becauſe our Church-Revenues do not a'low a Maintainance 
of tlIders and Deacons; fo that theſe, who are called ro thele Offices, 
muſt lk wiſe attend their other Employs, for their outward Maintain- 
ance, an.| car.not attend all Churche Judicatories, eſpecially at a diſtance, 
and for other Reaſans, Theretore our Church hath alwayes required, 
only the attendance of One Ruling Elder from cach Congregation, 
at the Presbyrrics. 

4. And becauſe in many Congregations, there ara not Deacons, di. 
Nint from Elders; bur thac Office, as it is included in the other Supe: 
rior, fo the Deacons Gfhice is exerced by the Elders, therclore it is not 
ordinary nor neceſſary that Dcacons be preſzntin Presbyrries, but it were 
fit they were. 

5. Andſeing the Miniſters Office and Power, doth include both that 
of Elders and Deacons; tho its neceſſary, when they can be had, that 
Mainiſt-rs a&in con'unftion with them both, becauſe of the D.vine Pre- 
cept and Warrand, and of the mighty uſctuineſs thereof : Yet it by 
o-tatitoithe dMimiters Eiders,a5 well as Deacons be wanting : they © 
may warrantably excrciſe P resbyrtecial Jurildiction their alone without 
cither ct them, 
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SE CT. II. 


Of Licentiating Probationers, or Preachers 


x. JT is the op. and peculiar Work of the Presbytrie, and of 
no other Church- Judicatory, to look gut for, admit to Try, 
als, judge, determine, and licentiate Probationers and Preachers. 

2, Andbecaulſe it is not every one, who makes T heologie his ſtu- 
dy, and who deſigns to ſerve in the Miniſtry, who is fit for it, or ought 
to be admittedtoir; therefore prear care is toheuſed in making a fit 
choiſe, and refuſing an unfit Perſon. 

3: Thiscareis to be extended, nor only, to ſtop, hinder, and not 
adrait theſe,, who may nor be firz bur to ſtir up, encourage, perſwade, 
and call theſe, whoſe Gifts and Graces are promiſing ; tho the Perſons 
themſelves be nor —_— the ſame, 

4. The Parents and Relations, then School maſters, next Maſters 
of Colledges, eſpecially in conferring of Degrees; and very natively 
Proteſlors of Theology, may each, and as it were gradually aſliſt the 
Church in both the above Cares: ſo as it were, laſt of all the Presbyrrie 
( uitima {ma ) is to be faithtul, and cautious in this; this being the 
Porch to the Church ; and to theſe whoenter here, the Church Doors. 
uſe ſeldom to be ſhur. | 

5. Before a Student be by the P resbyrrie invited to paſs his Tryals 
they would be well intormed, and ſatisfied in not only the Picty ; but in 
the Prudence, Education, Diſcretion, good natural Temper, Patience, 
Forbearance, affabiliry, Humiliry, natural ſtrength of Body, Voice 
and Mcen of the Perſon: The leaſt of all which, may be a ſufficient Rea- 
ſon to-ſtop, and net invitea Student to be a Preacher, unleſs there be ſome 
Competency ot eachof theſe; and the Eminent excclling of the more 
neceſlary. 

. 6, Tothe Presdytries ſatisfaCtion intheſe, eſpecially as ro Piery; a 
Negative Knowledge is not ſuthcient, oran Infermation of Negative Piety 
aSit iscalled; bur his Actions, Walk, and Converſation ; would beſpeak 
the real Inherence of Grace and Vertue; elſc he is not tobe admitted to 
his other Tryals. | 

7. Asfor his competent Abilities in Knowledpe and literature; before 
any beentred on Tryals: Their Teſtimonial would be ſcen, of their paſ- 
ſing their Courſe in Philoſophy, and cheir obtaining the Degrees of Ma- 
ſters of Arts, in ſeme Univerfity ; without which Educatios and Ad- 
vance, ſcing there is ſo eaſy acceſs thereunto, the Presbytrie is to admit 
gone, to enter on their Tryals, in order to be licentiate to P reach. 


8. And 


5.8 

$, And it would be very ———— to licentiats Advantage, that 
every Student of Theology, were ſometimes attending the publick pro- 
feſflon of Theology in ſome Univerfity, before they entered on their 
Tryals. 

4 Andallſuch, who have been attending any ſuch profeſſion , ought 
ro produce Teſtimonials ot their behaviour, and proficiency, at that 
proteſſion 5 from theſe P rofeſſors of Theology, under whoſe inſpeRtion 
they were, elſe not to be admitted. 

10. Incaſe a Student of Theology, could not have the occaſion, of 
attending a publick profeſſion of Theology at the Univerſity : he would 
undergoe private Trials ot his proficiency in all the parts of Divinity, by 
Examination * And alſo have ſome Homilys, before fome twoor three 
Members of the Presbytrie ; bcſote heenter on his publick Trials before 
the Presbytne. 

11. The Pregbytrie betore they enter any, ontheir Trials, areto 
obſerve the Act of Aſſemb'y, Requiring 2.5 Years of Age, to a Miniſter ; 
the rather becauſe, inthe preſent Juncture, after they obtain a Licenſe ro 
Preach, they uſe to be very ſoon called to the Miniftry; unleſsin caſe 
of more than ordinary Kipeneſs of Parts, and Prudence. 

12. Thatthe Trials of a Studentin order to his being licentiate, do 
conſiſt in ordinary in theſe ſeven Parts. 1. The firſt Homi'y. 2. A 
Leftureon a whole Chapter. 3. Theſecond Homily. 4. The Com- 
mon Head in Latin, with his publick maintaining the Orthodox DoRtrine 
in his Theſes, in a Diſpute. 5. The Presbyrerial Exerciſe, both mak- 
ing and adding. 6. The Extemporary Trialsof his Knowledge in [nrer- 
preting the Original Languages ; of Sacred Chronology, of Eccleſhaſtick 
Hiſtory, eſpecially ofour own Church; Anſwering Extemporary Que- 
ſtions of the meaning of bard places of Scripture ; on Heads of Divinity, 
Polemick or PraQtical; or caſes of Conſcience; on Church Government, 
and Diſcipline ; and 7, The popular Sermon, which is to be in the Pulpir 
before the People. 

13. Immediatly after the cloſe of each of theſe Exereiſes; the Mode- 
rator is to enquirethe Judgement of the Presbytrie, concerning the Can- 
didatcs acquiring himſelf, in that part of his Trials, in order to his pro- 
motion, to the next peice of Trials, and at length tothe licenſe. But if 
the Tresbytrie be not ſatisfied with the Candidatein any peice of his Tri- 
als, they arg are to ſtop there, and either refer him back ro his further 
Studies; or give him che ſame peice of Trial againon a different Subject. 

14. Itis the Cuſtome, that during the Presbyrries deliberateing on 
the ſufficiency of the peice of Trial given, the Candidate be removed ; and 
the Members of the Fresbytric uſe to be called by the Moderator, to 
givetheir Judgements, and cruiciſeon the peice of Trial: which is to be 
prucently managed ; andthe __ and _ of the perſons preſent, 
areto be conſidered. Leſt there be occaſion of Oftgnce given, where it 
is notdeſigned; and that ſome Weak Elders or others may not be offend- 
ed, at Miniſters approving ot the performance, as a peice of the Candi: 
dates Trials ; while they eagerly carp at ſo many things ſpoken, as im- 
pertigent or Cenſurable, The = of the deſign, being only to have 
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their Judgement, whether it be ſo ſatisfactory, which was done, asto be 
admitted, as a proof of the Candidates fitneſs to be licentiate. And ſome- 
times, ſome Miniſters imprudently Cenſure, what ought not to be Cen* 
ſured ; and they cannot fo well be re(trained, elſe it would ſpend time, and 
occaſion hear. 

15, When the Presbytrie are ſatisfied, with all the peices of the Can- 
didates Trials, before they grant him the licenſe, ' he is by the Moderator, 
to begrayely admoniſhed, ot the weight ot che work; and exhorted to a 
ſuitable deporrment. And likeways, he is ſolemnly tro promiſe, ſuitable 
obedience to that Presbytrie and other Judicatories ot the Church ; he is 
to give latisfaCtion of the Orthodoxy ot his Principles, not only asto the 
DoRtine but as to the Diſcipline, Worſhip, and Government of this 
Church. 

16 A Probationer being ſubjeR tothe Presbytric, where he was li- 
centiate ovly during his abode there; may depart the ſame; firſt ac- 
quainting the Presbytrie thereof, and ſhew ing whither he is going; ard 
carrying with him, not only the Teſtimonials of his licenſe, but of his At- 
ter-carriage, and Behaviour. 

17, Heisimmediatly to apply to, and attend the Presbytric which he 
removesro., andenter himſelf ſubject iothem; and thereupon geta Let» 
ter to the Presbytrie to which he belonged : fhewing he is entercd under 
their Inſpection, elſe he cannot be looked trom the firſt. 

18. Whenthe Candidate hith been approven, and gotten the Intima- 
tion of his licenſe, and it recorded inthe Presbytrie-Book; it were fit,he 
were appoin'ed to Preach ſeven Sabbaths at leaſt, one Diet ata time, in 
the audience of, and in conjunction with ſome Miniſter of the Presbytric 
before he get an Extract of the licenſe ; and he to be indulged, incale of 
Baſhtulncls, as ro his Appearance in eminent places. 

19. Ithis Aﬀaires require his ſooner remoyal, from that Presbytrie ; 


he may do ſo in the Presbytrie of the bounds whether he;jgoes: And on 


Report from them of his ſuirab!e Behaviour, the Licenſe may be ſent him 
by the Presbyrrie where he paſt his Trials. 

20. NoP robationer is to receive any Call, tobe Miniſtcr to a Vacant 
Congregation ; but from the hands of the Presbytrie, under whoſc In: 
ſpection he is ; nor to accept thereo!, but by their Advicc. 

21- It more Calls then one at once, come to a Probationer ; and theſe 
preſented by his own Presbytrie; hcis to tollow their Advice, in cloſing 
with, or icjecting of any of them. 


SECT. BL 
Of Vacant Congregations, and Planting thereof” 


Wb \ FT Acant Congregations within the bounds of a Presbytric are un- 
der the peculiar care of the Presbytric ; both for their preſent 
ſupply ; and for their planting with a Minilter. 2.The 
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2, The orderly andordinary way of ſupplying a Vacant Congregation 
with daily Preaching, is and ought to be by the Presbyrrie and no other. 

3. The Presbytrie (if they find cauſe) would inhibite the Elderſhip, 
or any others within the Pariſh, to invite any Miniſter to Preach ; even 
when occaſional unforeſeen opportunities offer, (the various Giits and 
Tempers of Miniſters being ſuch, as may edify in one part, and yer do 
prejudice in an other part) unleſs with the Knowledge and Approbation 
of ſome Miniſter of the Presbyrrie. 

4. Butno Probationer, is to Preach in any Vacant Congregation, till 
he hath firſt appeared defore that P resbyrrie, and Teſtimonials ſcen of 
his paſſing his Trials, and of his ſuteable behaviour ſince; And he is al: 
wiſe to Preach with and by the direRtion of the Presbytrie, as oft as he 
P reacheth within their bounds. 

5. The Presbytrie, as they would ſend the firteſt of their P cobationers 
to the Vacant Pariſhto Preach : So as need requireth, and the Presby- 
trie conveniently can, they are toſend Miniſters ot their own number to 
Preach, and to Baptiſe the Children. 

6. The P resbytrie would require the Elderſhip, of that Pariſh to meer 
frequently, to conſider the Circumſtances of the Pariſh, and to prepare 
them tor giving a Call, as is direted Chap. 1, Sed. 1, and toattend the 
Presbytrie togive an account thereof from time to time. 

7. The Presbytrie would endeavour ſoro manage that Elderſhip, as 
by all means to keep them from calling a Miniſte: from an other Con- 
gregation, where heis happily fixed and uſetul: Tranſportations being 
a great grievance, and ſeldom tobe practiſed. | 

$. ltthe Elder that comes from the Vacant Pariſh, do acquaint the 
Presbycrie of thc Elderſhips Inclinations to a particular perſon,to have him 

ſerled among them, ThePresbyrcie before they hearken thereto,lo as to 

roceed tO concurr ina Call; are toenquire of the Elders if that Pariſh, 

ave intimared their Inclinations, to the Heads ot the Families of the 
Pariſh, and in a prudent way have ſounded their Inclinations as is required 
Chap. 1. Se. 1. 

g. Iſthe Presbytriedo not incline to have that perſon, the Elders have 
their Eye upon, ſetied among them; they are in a prudent way to deal 
with the Elders ro lay it afide; fo a$it may not reflec on the perſon they 
have their inclination to ; who may be fit toſerycelſewhere, tho not in 
that place. 

ro. If the Vacant Congregation want an Elderſhip, as well as a Mi- 
niſter, the Presbytrie arc toendeayour, the appointing of an Elderſhip 
among them, who may facilitare the Congregations getting a Miniſter. 

11. It during the Vacancy, there fall out Scandals in the Pariſh, fo 
that there be need of a \eſſion, ro proceed Judicially thereanent, The 
Presbyrrie is to appoint a Miniſter of their own number, both to Preach 
and keep the Kirk Seſſion, and moderate the ſame, and with the Elders 
Judicially to praceed and Cenſure as the cafe requireth. 

12. l{the Elderſhip of a Vacant Congregation,do by their Commiſſio- 
ner acquaint the Presbytrie, that they not only have had their thoughts 
ona perſon, toſupply theic Vacancy ; but have communicate the fame 
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tothe Heretors, and other Heads of Familiesz and do judpe it may be 
probable, thatthe perſon will be generally (or rothe molt part) accept. 
able: Andif the Presbytrrie be ſatisfied with the perſon, they defign to 
be Miniſter ; then the P resby tric is to proceed. 

13, ThePresbytrie is then to appoint one of their Number ro Preach 
on a Lords Dayinthat Vacant Congregation ; and after Forenoons Ser- 
mon to intimate to them, T hat the Presby trie conſidering their circum- 
ſtances, required the Elders and He.'ds of Families. «ſpecially the Here- 
tors to meet at the Church, on ſuch a Day of the Week in order tothe No- 
minating, and Electing a fit perſon to ſupply their Vacancy ; and they 
are robe Exhorted to ſeek God's Counſel and direction therein 5 and to 
lay a matter of ſo much concern to their Souls ſeriouſly to heart, 

14. Andindeed ſometimes, where difficultics ariſe ina Vacant Pariſh, 
hindering the Plantation thereof, it were very requifire, to have ſome 
Day ſet apart, for ſulemn Faſting, and P rayer by order of the Pre«by- 
trie; whichis to appoint one, or two Miniſters to Preach then rothem, 

15, In Nominating the Time, for the Pariſh ro meer, to Elect a Mi- 
niſter ; ſuch time would be given, as not only all the Heretors , wholive 
within the Pariſh; but theſe who have Intereſt therein, may have time- 
ly advertiſement ; that the Call may be as Unanimous as may be. 

16. When the Day is come; The Miniſter whom the Presbytrie hath 
appointed to Moderat at the Elettion. (Having ended Sermon, which 
he isto have to that Congregation; and diſmiſſed the fame, exc-pt the 
Heretors, Elders, and Hcads ot Families) is to open the Meeting with 
Prayer, and then ſignify untochem, the occaſion of their Meeting, and 
his perſwaſion that they have been ſecking God for Light, in ſo weighty 
a marter. 

17. Thoit doth moſt properly and peculiarly belong to the Elders as 
fuch ; tolook out for a fit perſon, to betheir Miniſter; yer ſeing the He- 
retors, who iefide the Pariſh; ate the molt laſting, and ſure (by far, 
more than moveable 'ſennent+) as well as moſt confiderable of the Reads 
of Families: on whoſe ſatis fattion and Aſſiſtance niuch of the Comtorr, 
and ſtrengthening of the Miniſters hands, in his Work may depend; and 
that the Law of the L1nJ, hath very juſtly and wiſely, concerned and 
truſted them, inthe Legal conveying of theſetled Stipen4 ; and that or- 
dinarly, all deſerving Hererors, are Elders; theſe of them who are ſuch, 
are to be firſt enquiredat, by the Moderator whom they have thought on, 
to be their Miniſter? 

18 Whenone (and ſometimes, but rarely, morethan one} is Nam- 
ed betore there be any Vote: The Moderator is to enquire, it any there pre- 
fent, have any Objections to make ? and the Objections are to be calmly 
heard, and Anſwered, andthe Afﬀair cleared, toripenittoa Vore 

18. Seing by Law, and conftant praRice, the benefice is tyed to the 
Office, and the diſpoſing of che Benefice to the Heretors, and Elders, 
Theſe, and theſe o.ily properly haye Votes in the Nomination; yet fo, as 
all other Heads of Familics ; may ſhew their Inclination,or object againſt 
the perſon named as they think fir. 
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20. Thoa plurality of Meretors, and Elders; will alwayes be thought 
ro be the voice of thz Meering, and in Law and Reaſonis fo counted ; yer 
it is moſt deſireable ro have the univerſal conſent, and ought to be endea- 
youred. 

21. Andthe Moderator, and Fleftors are wifely to confider ; that 
tho the Objz&tions which any of the Heads of Families make againſt the 
perſon, whom the Electors have Named in order to Elettion; may in 
themſelves be frivolous, and cf ſmall moment; yer the weight they have 
with the prejudicated Perſons, and the quality of theſe Perſons, and their 
Influence in the Congregation, are duely ro be pondered, and if found 
conſiderable ; great Tenderneſs isro be uſed : Eſpecially at atime, when 
ſome other perſon may be gor, againſt whom, neither ObjeQion, nor 
Averſation can be alledged. 

22, If there be no Objeions againſt the nerfon named, or notwith- 
ſtanding of all thatis objected, the plurality of the H-rerors, refuſe to de- 
lay the Afair . ard that the Objettions made, ſeem rather to proceed, 
from the greater tavour, the Objectors have for an other; then from any 
real Averſation to,or Obj:*tion againſt the perſon himſelt:TheMederator 
may put the matter toa Vore. 

23- But after all che Reaſonings, and eſpecially where there hath becn 
any altercation; it is very fit, that the Mogeraror not only give a word 
of Exhortation; but by ſolemn Prayer, immediatly be ore the Vote, 
prepare them tort : Itbcing not only fit at all ſuch times, but experience 
reaching, that it wonderfully calmeth Mens Spirits, who have any :hing 
of Godinthem; and cleareth them of the Dregs of private Atﬀection and 
Intereſt, 

24. Ihe Votethercafter being taken, and carefully marked. The 
Moderator is pronounce the Mind of the Mecting, and it it be carryed that 
a Call be given to any perſon named T he Call being drawn up, is robe 
Read, and Signed in the preſence of the Moderator 

25. Afteritis Signed, The Moderatoris to propoſe to the Meeting : 
that they appoint one or two,of their Meering,and that by a Commiſſion 
under their hands ; or the Hands of the Moderator and Cletk, nor only 
to preſent the Callro the Presbytrie for their Approbation and Concur» 
rence, bur to proſecute the ſaid Call, till it be brought co an Iſſue. 

26, Yctit the Proſecution of the Call, rake up much time, and fre- 
quent Artendences ; the Heretors and Elders may change their Commil- 
fioners ; by granting new Commilſions to others, for their greater caſe, 

27. The Miniſter who Moderated the Call, and the Pariſhes Com- 
miſſioner; ſhall next Presbyrrie Day preſent theCall therero; and give 
a tull accoun' of all che circumſtances of the Ation; that the Pregbyrrie 
being tully intormed, may berter judge how to proceed. 

28. I{there hath been any conſiderable Averfation manifeſted ;or Ob- 
jeRions made againſt the Call. The Presbyrrie is then, prudently to 
weigh the whole Aﬀair ; wherein the moſt univerſal Edification of the 
Congregation is to be ſtudied, and their greateſt good is to be the Standard: 
andita better can be propoſed, irs to be followed ang preferred to that 
which may be good and deſerving mi: ſelf. 
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29. If the Presbytrie find any ground to demurr their concurrence, 
they are cautiouſly to manage theſe who were tor the Call; and rather 
delay, then altogether at firſt coſtop and refuſe” concurrence; leſt by 
endeavouring the univerſal SatisfaRtion,ot the people of that Pariſh; they 
diſguſt the plurality thereof: and a meek and gaining way of prudent rea- 
ſoning, and convincing their Conſcicnces; rather then the Authoritative 
condemning their deſignes, is tobe !!udied. And particula.ly, the pro. 
portion of his Gifts, in relation to the place, untowhich he 1s called, is 
to be corſidered. 

30, lithe Presbytrie concur with the Call, they are to record their 
Concurrence ; and their Clerk is to ſignify the ſame, at the ſoot or ha: k 
of the Call; (if need be) to appoint une of their Number, to concur with 
the Commiſſione: of the Pariſh, in proſecuting the ſame. It the perſon 
call-d, be a Miniſter in an other charge; then the P cesbyrrie is ducly ro 
conſider the reaſonableneſs of the Tranſportationdefircd ; and it that be 
not to them evident and clear ; they are not to concurr in thar Call 

31. It theperſoncalled be a Probatioger; and preſent inthe Presby- 
trie: He ought to he removed during the Presbyrtrics Corfſulration about 
the Relevancy of the Call ; and caliedin again, when it is approven : and 
it Approven, the Callis by the Moderator ot the Presbyrrie, to be de- 
livered co him \,oram, with a fuitable Exhortation, to take the ſame to 
his maiure conſiceration, 

32. Ittheperſon called be a Probationer, under the Inſpe®ion of 
an other Presbytric; The Commiſſioner of the Pariſh, with one trom the 
Presbyrtiie (if the Presbytrie think fit to ſend one) are ro apply to that 
Presbytrie, where the Probationer reſides; and preſent them the 
Call, andask their Concutrence, inoffering it torhe perſon Called; and 
which that Presbytrie, are without delay todo, 

33. On Acccptation of the Call, the Probationer is to repair ro that 
Prezbytrie, to which heis called ; and thereby their direion,to Preach 
frequently to the Pariſh, to which he is Called, at lealt Thrice ; before 
he be ordained: and inthe mean timeenter upon his Trials, in order to 
Ordination. In going abour whereof, the Rules are to be followed pre- 
ſcribed, Chap z3 Sed 4. 

34. It theperſon Called, bea Miniſter ſettled inan other Congregati. 
on ; thenthe Comm:ſſioners of the Vacant Pariſh, are to proceed with 
Applications to the Presbyrric, to which he belongs; asis required, Set7, 
6. about Tranſportation of Miniſters. Andif he have gotten an Act of 
Tranſpertability. yet is co be proceeded with, as Sef?, 7: is required, 

35. If rhe Pariſhbe remiſs, and backward; and will not Call a Mini- 
ſter, atleaſt the greater part be; asthe Law bath wiſely fixed the Jus de- 
velutamin the Presbyrric as tothe Bencfice ; ſo may the Presbytric by 
their Power from Chriſt, give a Miſſionto a particular perſon, and ordain 
him to labour in the work of the Miniftry, among that People, to reclaim 
them, andfeedthem ; wherein great Tendernelſ* is to be uſed, and all 
other Means Eſſayed, to prevent its coming thereto. 

36. Andthe Miniſter ſo fixed, being adhered co, by ſome at leaft,who 
are to be Repurte the Sanzor pars, istobe looked on as the Paſtor of 
that Congregation. SECT. 
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SECGI. IV. 


Of the Ordination of a Miniiter, 


I. N a Probationers ſo far Acceptance of the Call of a Pariſh; 

as that he is contenc 10ſubmit himſelt ro the Presby tric of the 
Bounds, to underpgoe his Trials inorderto Or /ination; ne is by that 
Presbytric, by whom he is to be ordained, to be tryed as followeth ; 
and that whether he hath paſſcd his Trials in order to his bang licentiats 
a Preacher in that P:esbytrie, or in any ther. 

2. The Proceſs of his Trial, in order to O:Jination may he theſe; x1 A 
common head, on ſome contraveried point of Divinity ; and the Candi- 
dates defending the Orthodox Dottrine in a Diſpute. 2. A Prcsbyterial 
Exerciſc inthe Pulpit. 3 His Exicmporary Trials as above Chap. 3, 
Sefq.2. 4 12 whenhewas licen iate. 4 A popular Scrmon. 

3* In the mean time, during the p.fſing of his Tryals before the 
Presbytrie, he would be ordered to preach frequerrly to that Congre- 
gation, whoſe 'aſtor he is to be, not only to give chem the greater op. 
portunity, of the Knowlccge of his Gifts, and Satisfaction with him 5 
but to give him by converſe with them, the better acquaintance 
with the Temper and Manacr of the Pcople, he is to undertake tha 
charge of. 

4. It the Probationer, hath bcen a ſtranger to that Presbyrtrie, he 
being now ro be Ordained, his whole Cariage, and Converfarton in 
times paſt, is now more narrowly to be fſ.arched info; which may bs 
known not only by his Tellimonials, from rhe Univerſity of bis ck ng 
his Degrees ; trom the. Profeſſor of Ther logy of his Carriage under 
him in the ſtudy of Theology ; trem the Fic: bytrrie v here he was li- 
centiate to preach; from that Fresby crie where he laſt reſided, and under 
whoſe Inf{pcft n he was; bu. ikeway $ by other ways, as they in pru- 
dence ſhall ſce cauſe. 

5 It no:hing appear, either inthe Perſon, or Congregation to the 
Ptesbytrie, but what 1s promiſing that his labours will be uſetul among 
them, and Is Try alscnded; lhe Presbytrie are tofſend one of their 
Number, to preach tothit Corgregation; and atier che Forcnoons Ser- 
mon, to intimate unto them, that the Frobationer,u ho was called to be 
their Minſter, his k.ditt was now to be ſerved; which Edict being 
rcad by the Reader, the Miniſter is to deſire the Teople ro notice 
the ſame. And after reading. a Copic ot the Edit is co be athxecd tothe 
molt patent Door of the Church, by the Church Beucll thercunto 
appointed, that none may pie ec! ignorance. 

6. Ol this Edit the Icnor foltlowerh 
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«This Presbytrie having received a Call from rhis Pariſh tro Mr. A. 


« B. Preacher of the Goſpel tro he theit Miniſter, and finding the ſame 
« orderly proceeded, and the ſaid Mr A. B. having undergone all the 
« Parts of his Tryal, in order to his Ocdination, and the Presbytrie up- 
* on the whole judginghim qualified to be a Miniſter of the Goſpel,and 
« fit to be Paſtor of this Congregation, do reſolye to procced, unleſs 
« ſome tizing occure which may juſtly impede the ſame, oo theretore give 
«notice to all Perſons, eſpecially the Members of this Congregation, 
«* that if they, or any of them have any thing to Objet, why the ſaid 
"* Mr, £1. B. ſhould not be admitted Paſtor here, they may repair to 
" this Presbytrie, which is ro mcet at the 

day of with Certification, 
« that if no perſon Object any thing that day, the Presbytrie will pro- 
* ceed without turthcr delzy. 

7. The Pre: byrrie meering (as it was appointed by the prececding to 
meet) to reccive the Execution of the Edit, which ovght to be ten {ice 
days, after the ſerving of the ſaine, that thereby none may pretend ignvu 
rance, or want of time, The Miniſter appernted to preach, in the vacant 
Congregation, is togive an Account of his Diligence, and the Edict to 
be returned indorſe: and then the Presbyrrie finding that to be the day 
appointed, to bring in any Objettions, againſt the Candidate, And the 
Officer having three ſeveral rimes, at the m 1 patent Door, given no 
tice, thatit theres were any there, who had any thing to Objcc againſt 
the Candidate, his beirg the ir Mir-iſter, they might then come, and doit to 
the Presbytric, with certific+ion as inthe Eoict, 

$. lt there come any Objettions, the Presbytrie are prudently to 
weigh them; conſidering what ſoit of Perſons they come from; and 
on what deſign; and wheretore they were delayed, till the Aﬀair came 
tothar length, as well as the nature of the ObjcRions: and it the Preſ- 
byrrie find themſclycs obliged to delay procedure, till a Proceſs abour 
theſe things be orderly had: they would be furero have accuſers, who 
may be puniſhed as Slanderers, if in the iſſue they be found to be ſo. 

9, liihere be no Objetions, or theſe brought be found of no Weight, 
thePresbytric is to name a convenient Week day,fcr the Brethren to meer, 
to Ordainthe Candidate, at the Church of the Congregation, to whom 
heisro belong : but here there needs not ten days delay, fincc that hath 
been granted already, alter the ſerving of the Edict. 

10. The Ordination is to be intimate tothe People, from the Pul- 
pir, inviting all ro be preſent, and telling them, that they are ro ſet a part 
that day, asa Faſt unto that F atiſh, robeby them obſerved, with more 
than ordinary Supplication, tor the afliſtance, and blefling of God, upon 
the Ordinance of Chriſt and the latours of his Servant, than to be ſer 
apart for their good, a Work ot ſo great concernment. 

11. The Presbytrie doth then likewiſe appoint the Moderator, or 
ſome one of the graveſt, and muſt Experienced Miniſters to preach that 
day,and perform the Action ; the Subje:t of his Sermon, uſerh robe con- 
cerning the Qualifications of Miniſters, and their Duties to the People, 
and rhe Pcoples to them. 
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12. The day being come, the Presbytrie uſerh to meet before Ser- 
mon bcgin: andtho the Edit be returned, and no Obje*tion made laft 
Prcgbyrrie day, fo the time of making Otye*tions is paſt: yerthe Pref- 
by tris vſ-th again by their Officer, to call three ſeveral times, if there be 
any to Object, which is done for the greater peace of the Miniſter there- 
afrer; andto ſhew the Presbytrics tenderneſs of the Conpregation,and 
their Harmony, 

13 Nothing being found, and all thir ſteps orderly minuted, the 
Miniſter who manageth the Action, is to proceed. 

14 Inthe moſt conſpicuous Place of the Church, and near the Pul- 
pet, a Table and Sears are to beplaced; where the Miniſters, and Mem- 
bers of the Presbytrie, the Heretors, and Elders of the Congregation, are 
to fir rogether, with the Candidate; ſoas all the Miniſters, may conve- 
niently lay their hands on the Candidats heed ; and the others may take 
him by the Hand, wher. thereunto called. 

15. The Congregation, and all being thus met; the Sermon ended 
and Prayer after Sermor:;; wherein the ſpecial Work of the Gay is again 
ro be remembered; the Miniſter Actor doth fromthe Pulpit,in a Diſcourſe 
ſhew the Occaſion of the Days Meeting ; That the Church being va- 
cant, a Call givento ſuch a Perſon there preſent, orderly procceded in 
all irs ſteps, was come to that iſſue, that he was now to be Ordained 
to be their Miniſter. 

16. Thenthe Miniſter calls on the Candidate, whoſtands up inthe 
face, and audience of the Congregation; and doth anſwer theſe following 
Queſtions, or others to the ſame purpoſe. 1. If he himſelf doth be. 
licve the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, and the Truths there- 
in contained? 2. If heout ot adeep ſenſe of his own fintulneſs, hath 
fled unto Jeſus Chriſt tor his own Salvationf 3. If hedothown, and 
will adhere to the Confeſſion ot Fatih, and Catechiſms of rhis Church, 
and Doctrine therein contained, as contained in, tounded on, and conſos 
nant unto the Holy Scriptures? 4- If hewill be faithful, and zealous 
in maintaining all the Truths of the Goſpel, the Unity ot the Church,and 
Peace thereof, againſt all Error and Schiſm whatſomevyer, notwichſtand- 
ing of what Trouble and Perſecution may happen? $5. Ithedoth like- 
wiſc ows, and will adhere tothe Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government 
of this Church? 6. If hehath been led in his deſigning the Work of 
che Miniſtry, by 2 fingle and ſincere Lovero God, and Deſign to Glori- 
iy Him, inthe Goſpel of His Son: Andnor by filthy Lucre, and the 
Motives of Worldly Gain, as the great inducement to him, to the Mi- 
niſterial Work ? 

17- The Miniſter Aﬀtor, and brethren being ſatisfycd, with the Can- 
didates Anſwers; he is in a tew Words to ſpeak tothe Þ 6ople of that Con- 
gregation; minding them of their having call:d che Candidate to be 
their Miniſter, that the Atfair had orderly proceeded, and that there had 
been no Objection made againſt theſame. Andthat pow, their coming 
and ſtaying to be Witneſſes rothe Action, and thattheir Univerſal Silence 
was to be lo: kron, as their conſtant adherence to their Call, ro have 
him 'o be their Miniſter, andto their Engagements there:n contained. 

16. Thenajteralittle Pauſe, whereby the Uniycrial Silence of 
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the People may be diſcerned; The Miniſter Aftor, doth beſpeak the 
Candidate, ſhewing him, that ſeing he deſigns t- ſerve God in preaching 
the Goſpel ; and that this Congregation h s given him a Call; and the 
Presbytrie was to Ordain him Miniſter of that Congregation ; h+ was to 
ſatisty the Presbytrie ard Congregation in the following Queſtions? 
1. It hedidnat acceptof the Call, given him by that Congregation, 
and reſolved and engaged through Grace, to perform all the Works of a 
Fairthtu] Miniſter amongſtthem? 2. It he would willingly, and hum*- 
bly, in the Meekneſs of Spirit ſubmit himſclt unto the A imoniti-n«< of 
his Brethren, and Diſcipline of the Church? 3 If he would rzke 
care, that he himſelf, and his Family ſhould walk unblam- ably. be 
Examples to the Flock, and adorn the Goſpel by their Converſation ? 
19. Lhe Brethreen being ſatisfy«d with the Candidates Anſwers. and 
Engagements; The Miniſter Actor is to come trom the Pulpi:. to the 
place where the Candidate and Brethreen are; x here,the Candidate kneel. 
ing, and che Brethreen ſtanding, the Actor, as Mouth of the Bre hreen, 
in cheir Maſters Name, and Authority,doth in,and by Prayer.ſer the Can: 
didate aparc ( not only che Ator, bur all the Brethreen, char convenient. 
ly can, laying their hands upon his Head tothe Office ot the Miniltry, 
Inyocaring God for His Bleſling ro this Effet 
** Thanktully acknowledging the great Mercy of GoJ, in Chriſt Je- 
* ſus to poor Ginners, in revealing the plorious Truths of the G ſpel io 
* chem, in fertling and appointing a Goſpel Miniſtry, acknowle.'g:ng 
« Gods Goodneſs ro them his Servants, in calling hem to fo high a Vo- 
* cation, and that they, out of adcep ſenſe ot their Duty, were humbly, 
«* and ſincerely going about one of the moſt conſiderable Acts of their 
« Otfice, to Appoint, and Urdain one to 'ake part of the Miniſtry with 
* them; begging that God woulld aſſilt them fingly ro cye Gods Glory in 
* their pertormance, and in the hope thereot, they, by vertue of that 
| + Power and Authority, wherewith they ( how 
T hee, or ſuch Words © unworthy ſoever they were; were clothed by 
are to be in verb's de * their Lord and Maſter Jclus Chriſt, the Great 
preſ-nri, by che Meniſter © Paſtor and Shepherd of his Flock, did Appoint 
Atftor in name of all the * Ordain, Dedicate, and Ser apait him, whom 
Brethbreen, *they had now laid hands on, for the Work of 
«* the Miniſtry ; praying that God would plen. 
* tifully pour out his Spirit upon him, and furniſh him with ſuch Gitrs, 
* and Graces, as might fit him for fogreat a Work, and as might mani- 
* teft that their Lord and Malter did approve ot , and Contirm their 
* choicing, and ſc>arating him tor that Scrvice, praying for Skill and 
«* Faithfulncſs ro him thus ter apart, and for ſucceſs in his Labours, parti- 
* cularly amongtha! People ; and that his Flock might be helped ot God, 
* toreceive the G-:ſpel from his Hand, ro their Edification, and his Com. 
« fort; and blcſli  g God for that, and ſuch like Occaſions they had, to 
«* do their Maſter any peece of Service, and propogate a Goſpel Minis 
« * ſtry to lerye tum, when they ſhall be gone. 


20. The 
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ing the Elders and whole Congregations, to be preſent that day dug 
Sermon, and that after Sermon the Hergtors, Elders, and Heads of 
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20. The Prayer, tothis purpoſe being ended; The Miniſter Aftor 
is totake the Candidate by the Right Hand; ſaying unto him, We grue 
wito you the Right Hand of Fellewſbip; and likeways all the Mini. 
ſters and Elders of the Presbytrie 5 the Heretors and Elders of the Pa- 
riſh preſent, take him by the Right Hand, asa Teſtimony of their ac- 
ceptance of him, as a Miniſter of that Congregation, 

21. Then the Miniſter Actor, returning to the Pulpit, doth firft 
exhort the Candidate, now ordained, to confider the greatneſs of 
the Office, the diligence, labour, and painfulneſs required, encourage- 
ing him to diligence, and faithfulneſs; and ſhewing him the hazard and 
prejudices that will attend negligence, and unfaithtulneſs ; botb ro him. 
felf, and his People, in this, and the Life to come. 

22. Then 2diy. He is to exhort the People to carry themſelves, 
dutitully, kindly, and reſpettively to their Miniſter, as unto the Mel. 
ſenger of God, and according to their ſo'emn Promiſe, contained in 
their Call ro their Miniſter ; and which the ARor, in his Brethrens Name, 
under whoſe in{pection the Pariſh is, is to er join them to. 

23. Laſtly, the Miniſter Actor, is by folemn Prayer, to commend 
the Miniſter whom they have ordained, and his Flock ro God's Grace; 
and finging a Þ ſalm, he is to diſmiſs the Conyregation with a BI (ſi g. 

24. TheClerk ot the Presbytrie, is to record the Day and Place of 
the Ordination; wita the Name of the Aftor, and Text he preached 


from, and the Sederunt of the Members preſent : and may give Extracts 
ot the Miniſters Ordination, when required. 


SECT. V. 
Of Parochial Viſztations by the Presbytrie, 


I. I is the Duty of the Presbytrie, to viſite every Congregation 
wirhin the ſame, by ſolemn Vifirations, which are cither 5rdi? 
nary, andin courſe ; or extraordinary pro re nata. 


2 The ordinary, whereby evcry Congregational Church is viſited ; 


oughr tobe oncea Yeur,if it cane atta ned; at leaſt this ordinary Viſita. 


tion, ſhould be going round all the Pariſhes in order, till they be viſiced 
betore others be revificed in ordinary. 


3. The Presbytricis to appoint the day, whenthe Viſitation isto be, 
and cauſe Intimation be made, by the Miniſter of the Pariſh trom the 
Pulpir, immediatly atter the Fore noons Sermon on the Sabbath, rec 
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Families do attend the Presbytrie, to Sei them with the State of that 
Kitk and Gongregation, in every point; and particularly,if any of them 
have any certain knowledge of any thing amiſs in their Miniſter, Elders, 
Deacons, Reader, Schoolmalter; or Beddel; thar they bring the ſame 
tothe Presbyrrie. 

4. If any ofthe Heretors of that Pariſh,have their Reſidence elſewhere; 
carcis tobe taken by the Miniſter of the Pariſh, to give them Advertiſ. 
ment of the Dyet ; and invite them to wait on the Viſitation. 

5. The Miniſter of the Pariſh in all ordinary Viſtcations, is to Preach 
that day betore the Presbytrie on his ordinary Text, or Subjeft, he hath 
been Preaching upon to the People 

6. The whole Members of the Presbytrie ought to be preſent; and 
ſince they are there judicially tro Att ; if they have time may do any other 
buſineſs, when they bave ended the Viſitation, as time will allow. 

7. Theday come 5 Sermon ended, the Presbytrie conſti ured: The 
Miniſters Doctrine, hc had inSermon is fitlt ro be conſidercd ; as in the 
Presby terial Exerciſe. 

$8. The Church Bible, Confcſion of Faith, Afts of the General Aſſcm- 
bly, Seflicn Regiſters, and Poors Box; arc all tobe produced and laid 
betore the Presbytrie. 

9, The Presbytrie, attheentry on the Viſiration, having removed the 
Miniſter, and Ruling Elder of the Congregation; arc to cauſe rea over 
ther Atings at the laſt Viſication, of that Congregation; and ſce if what 
was then recommended, or ordered, h:th been made effeAual : and if 
need be, to call in any party (or Information, or for Cenſure in caſe of 
neglect. 

10. Ifnothing ariſe therefrom, to divert the Presbyrrie from the or- 
derly method, All Parties being removed, the Presbytrie are (© Call in 
the Elderſhip, and Heads of Families and ro enquire at them, cencerning 
their Miniſter , and with all Gravity, and Authority, to charge them, 
rodeclare the Truth in the follow ing, and ſuch like Queſtions. 

1x1. The Queſtions enquired by a Presbyrtie, concerning a Mini. 
ſter, may be theſe, and fuch like 1. Hath your Minifter a Goſpel. 
Walk, and Converlatio.1beforethe Congregaton? 2. Keeps he much 
at home, giving attendance to Reading, Meditation, and P tayer, and 
Study of theHoly Scriptures; or doth he occaſion to himſelfDiſtraRions, 
and unneceſlary diverſions therefrom? 3. Preacheth he ſound Do. 
Arine, ſo far as you underftand? 4. Studies he to be Powerful, and 
Spiritual in Preaching ſenſibly ro your Conlciences, Or, is he hard to 
be underſtood, for his Scholaftick 'Verms, Matter, or Manner of Preach. 
ing? 5. Dothhe apply his Doctrine, with Authority, and Wiſdom, 
to the Corruptions of the time; eſpecially ſuch as moſt prevail in thax 
Pariſh? 6. What time of day, doth he ordinatly begin Sermon, on 
the Sabbath ; and when doth he diſmiſs the People? 7. Spendshein 
his Sermons, much time 1n Repetiticonof what he had before? 8 Doth 
he viſite the People, and Familics atleaſt once a Year, and the Sick when 
need 
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need is? 9, Doth he frequently Catechiſe, and Adminiſter the Sa- 


crament of the Supper? 10. Doth he Adminiſter both Sacraments, 
according to the Diretory for Worſhip? 1x, Hath he Week-days 
Sermons, and Week days Collections? 12. Hath he a competent 
Number of Elders, and hath he Deacons in the Pariſh, diſtin trom 
Elders ? 

12. After theſe Queſtions are asked, the Miniſter isto be called inz 
and encouraped, or admoniſhed, as the Presbytric doth ſee cauſe. 

13. It any thing cenſurable, and which may occafion a Proceſs a- 
gainſt the Minilter, be informed by any, then the Presby trieare to pro- 
ceed, according to the Directions given, Jef?. 1. 

14 Then the Elders and Deacons being removed altogether, the 
Miniſter and Congregation are to be enquired conceining them , by the 
following, and ſuch |'kz Queſtions x It the Seſſion be rightly con- 
ſtitute, and all che Elders and Deacons duly admitted, accor4ing ro the 
Atts of Aſſemblies? 2- Do they allatrend the S:ſſion duly? 3. Do 
they attend, and are preſent with the Miniſter, atthe Catechifing of the 
People, and when he vifits the Sick? 4. Do the Elders viſiiethe Fa- 
milies within the quarter, and bounds afſigned tyveach; and as the Mi- 
niſter ſo «eth the Seed, do the Elders ſeek for the Fruit thereot amon 
the People ? Does the Seſſion always appoint a Ruling Elder to pron, 
Presbytries, and Synods ? 

15. After the Queſtions, the Elderſhip being called in, the Pref- 
bytrie do commend, exhort, admoniſh, or reprove, as they think 
needtul. | 

16. Thenthe Precentor, School-maſter, and Clerk »f the Seſſion, 
who in Country Congregations are generally one 2nd the ſame, and after 
them theBedcll, being removed; the Presbytrie are to enquire both at the 
Miniſter, Seſſion, and Heads of Families concerring their Converſation, 
their Examplary- Walk, Fidclity and Diligence in their Offices: and the 
Presbyrric are thereupon to proceed, as the matrer requireth, 

17. Aſter all theſe li,quiries, the Presbytrie removing the Heads of 
Families; the Miniſter and Elders areto be inquired, concerning the 
Congregation; withtheſe and ſuch like Queſtions, x, Doth the body 
of the People attend Ordinances duely, acd timeouſly, and ſtay till the 
laſt Bleſſing be pronounced. 2. Arethey diligent in the improving the 
means of Knowledge, and are they growing therin ? 3. Are they ſubmil- 
five to Publick, andprivate Exhcrtations, Admonitions, Keproofs, 
and Cenſures when need requireth, and tothe Diſcipline of the Church? 
4. Do they by their Words and Actions, manifeſt a ſuitable Reſpett to 
their Miniſter,and Reſ,cfive t.Idcrs, and are they encourageing tothem 
in their Wo:k? 5. Arethey carcful ro Educate their Children, and Ser- 
vants; as well as increaſe themlelves in che knowledge of God. 6. Whar 
ſucceſs hath the Ge-ſpel, and Labours ot Miniſter, and Elders amo 
them, in Converting, Convinceing, and Building them up in their me 
Holy Faith? 7. What Scandals ; and other Vices. are among them; 
andif onthe growing hand. 8, What Sceds ot Hereſie, Schiſme, or Di» 
yifion arc among them. 
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18, The Presbyterie having got trom the Minifter and Elders an ac- 
count of the Spiritual ſtatc of the Congregation, and Calling inthe Con- 
gregation, the Moderator is to direct tothe Body of the People, a word 
ot Admonition, Rebuke, Exhortation, or Encouragement , as their need 
requireth, 

19. Then the Miniſter, Seſſion, and Hends of Families being all pre- 
ſent. The Presbytric is coenquire atter the State of the Charch, as to 
its Fabrick, the Seats therein, and Diviſion of the ſame; rhe Cnurch- 
Yard-Dikes, the Utenfiles of the « hurch, Communion Cups, Cloaths, 
the Miniſters Manſe, if it be in Repair, the Gleib, StipenJ, and Sa- 
lary of the School maſter ? 

20, Ifany ottheſe be notin that order as they ſhould , the P resbyrrie 
are ro deal with the Heretors and others, on whom the Lawlaycth ihe 
providing, and Repairing theſe ; that they provide the ſame, and are 

rudently to render them willing to the Work ; without running needleſ- 
y tothe laſt remedy, the Law allowerh, unleſs neceſli:y requite. 

21. The Presbytrie are likeways to enquire before all, the State of 
the Poor, and whethier the Colle&tions at the Church-door and the Poors 
Money by right. employed, and be Competent to their Soltenance ? 
Andit necd be, the Pariſh Exhortcd toenlarge their Charity, or provide 
ſome other way for the Poor. 

22 Whenall is done, the Presbytric indeed, as they ought to Dine 
in ordinary together; ſo after a Viſitation, they are rather to Dine in ſome 
convenient Inn, then inthe Miniſter of the Patiih his Houſe, to evite 
offence. 

23. Occaſional Viſitations of a Pariſh,are made by the Presbytrie pro 
renata, and according to the weight of the Emergent, which doth occa- 
flon the Viſitation: the whole Presbytrie, or ſuch adelegare number, as 
the Presbyrttie thinks fic, do attend the Viſitation, and then do only 
medgdle with that Afﬀtair, which occaſioned their Meeting. 

24. Allthe Actings of the Þ resbytrie at a Viſitation are punQually to 
be recorded; and it by Delegates a Report made at next mecting of the 
Presbyttie, and then recorded, if approven, 


SE CT: VL 
Of Tranſportation of Miniſters. 


I. Ometimes Vacant Pariſhes do call Miniſters, who are ſcrled in 

other Congregations, and Commence a Proceſs of Tranſpor- 
ration; wherein the firſt ſtepis, to get thz Call Legally proceeded and 
approven by the Presbytrie, in whoſe bounds the Vacant Pariſh is; to- 
gether with the Pariſh and Presbytries Commillion, to ſome fir Perſons 
todeliver and proſecute the Call, before the Fresbyrrie, where the Nini- 
ſer deſired, refideth. 
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2. No call drawn up to any {etled Miniſter, defiring his Tr:nſpor- 
ration toan other Congregation, is to be received by him, or entertain» 
ed, tillit come co him by his own P resbyrrie. 

- 3. It the Commiſſioners of the Vacant Pariſh, come to proſecute the 
Tranſportation,in the intervall of theOrdinary Diers ot the Presbyrrie,and 
their neceflicy urgent, and diſtance great, they may apply to the Mo- 
derator of the Presbytrie that he may call a Presbyrtrie p-0 re mala. 

4+ Upon which Application, the Moderator may call a Presbyrrie, 
bur till ir meet, he is not ro receive the Call offered, or the Reaſons there- 
of, or tranſmit cither to the Miniſter called, or to the Pariſh he belongs 
unto, or to Cire any of them to appear, till the Presbyrrie meet, and 
conſider the Call, and determine the relevancy of the ſame. 

5. The Presbytrie being mer, the Commiſſioners who are to appear 
to proſecute the Tranſportation, are ( by a Supplication delivered to 
the Clerk of the Pre*bytrie ) to acquaint the Presbytcie wich their 
Deſire, and that they may be heard. 

6. The Presbytric receiving a Supplication, intimating that there is 
a Call ro one -f the Brethreen of that Presbytrie, are without meking 
any needl-ſs delays, to call tbe Perſons applying before thera, and en. 
quire for their Commiſſion to repreſent that Pariſh, who defircs the Mi- 
niiter, 

75. It the Commiſſioners have not a writcn Commiſſion under the 
hands of the Heretors and Elders of the V acant Patiſh, er the Clerk of 
their Mceting, the Presbytrie may retuſe to hear them any further, or to 
receive any Call fromchem ; and in that caſe, there can be no acceſs ro 
theſe pretended Commiſſioners, their cither appealing, or complaining 
to the next Synod. 

8. If they haveawriren Commiſſion, and which the Presbyrrie ſu. 

tains, they ateto offerthe Call, and Reaſons of the ſame, ia write ro 
the Presbytrie, deficing that the Call may be delivered to the Miniſter 
defired, and that the Reaſons may not only be weighed by the Presby- 
trig, but delivered tothe Miniſter, and ſentro the Pariſh where he doth 
= reſide, that they within a competent time may anlwere the 
ame. 
9. The Presbytric, on ſuſtaining their Commiſſion, is immediatly 
to teccive the Call they offer, and read and coafider the fame, and at 
the ſame Diet to give their Judgement thereanent, as to the relevancy 
of the ſame; Yet fo, as not to preclude either the Presbyrrie, or any 
Member thereof, or the Miniſter deſired, or his Pariſh, of any juſt ex- 
ceptions againſt the Releyancy of the Call, which they may atter in Pro» 
ccls adduce. 

10. The Presbytrie, on finding the Call ( as ro what appeareth for 
preſent } to be orderly, are to receive and read the Reafons of the Call, 
and it they find the Kealons of no Weight, as if they find a Tranſpor- 
tation deſired, from a more eminent Poſt ( and where there is a happy 
Settlement betwixt Miniſter and People ) to a fs conficerable Polt, 
the Presbytrie, without procecding turther, may retule the deſired Tranſ. 
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portation, and give their Sentence uponthe Reaſons. without troubling 
the Miniſter deſired, or ſummoning the Pariſh. 

11. If the Presbytrie ſhall fi: d weight in the Reaſons, they are then 
inſtanter, at lcaſt at the ſame Diet,without needleſs delay, ro deliver the 
Call by their Moderator, to the Miniſter deſired to be Tranſprrred 5 who 
is tO receive the ſame out of the Moderators Hands, and hkeways the 
Reaſons ot the Call, and to be Summoned apus Aa, roappear betore 
the Presbyrrie at their next. 

12 Providing always there be Ten days given to the Miniſter and 
Parith where he 15, topreparc themlelves:o Anſwer the Reatons of the 
Call. 

13. If the Miniſter Called be abſcnt from the Presbytrie, then the 
Ruling Elders of that Pariſh, if preſent, is roger the Call, and Reaſons 
delivered to him, and to be apud Atta obliged, todellver the ſame to 
the Miniſtcr if at Home within 24 Hours. 

14 If bothbeabſent, the Presbytrie is ro ſend the Call and Reaſons 
tothe Miniſter, to be delivered to him by the Vresbycrie Officer, or one 
appointed for that effect ; whois beto. © Witneſſes todeliver the ſame to 
the Minifter, and togive hima Ciration to Appear, at the Diet preſcrib- 
ed by the Presbytrie : if the Miniſter be not arhome, that he cannor be 
perſonally Summoned, then the Call, Reaſons, and Copy ot the Cita. 
tion, are to be lett at che Miniitcrs Dwelling. Houſe. 

15. The Presbytricis likeways, to cauſe citethe Hereters and Elders 
of the Pariſh, from which the 1 canſportation is defired, by iſhuing out 
- Summonds, under the Moderator, ot Clerk of the Presbytries hands, 

directed tothe Presbytris Ofhcer, who is thereupon obliged ro make 
due Intimation and Execution thereof, by Reading ot the ſame audibly, 
at the moit Patent Door of the Church of that Pariſh, immediatly atrer 
the Forenoons Vermon, when the People are coming our of the Church; 
and thereafter by Affixing a Copy of the Summond&s on the ſaid Door, be+ 
lore Witneſſes. 

16. If the Officer meet with any Moleſtation, or Oppoſition in 
his endeavouring to Exccure the Summonds, from any of the Parith : 
the Summonds, notwithſtanding are co ve reckoned Execute ; provid- 
ing the Minitter hiaſelt had previous Knowledge, of the Call ar.d Ap- 
pointment, 

17. The Miniftcr, og his receiving a Call and Reaſons for his Tran- 
ſportation, 15 forthwith ro conveen the Kirk Seſſion, and Communicate 
the ſame to them, whereby both Heretors and Kirk-Setlion, may have 
time ro conſider and anſwer the Reaſons of the Call. 

18, ThePrcsbyrric in appointing the Dict for a Miniſter, and Pariſh 
ro make their Anſwers to a Call, ate to conſider the Miniſters 
ciccumſtances, aSit he benort at home, and hath urgent Aﬀeaics, which 
may fall out robe by Appointment of the Church, 

19. IheParith whoare cited may appear by ſome of their Heretors 
and Elders, and to avoid Contuſion, Ya molt, but theſe needs 


no Commillion in Write, becauſethey are detendants; and being cited, 
oughtro be he 1d. 


12. The 
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209, The Presbytrie Mectind ar the Dyet appointed,to cogneſce upon 


the Froccls of Tranſportation are tofall on it. 1, By Reading of the Mi- 
nutcs of the laſt Mceting, ordaining Parties to be Cited. 2- By calling 
for the Summonds, iſhued to the Kuk- Officer, to Sumond the Parties, 
and if chey find the \ummonds indorſed, and duely Executed. Then 3. 
They arc to cauſe the Officer Call in the Parties. 

21. Itanyof the Parrics be abſent, and excuſes made, the Presby- 
tric arc to judge the reaſonableneſs of the ſame, and either procced or 
delay the Aﬀair, a$ they fine cauſe, | 

22. Burit all Parties be preſent, rhe Moderator acquainting them of 
th2 reaſon of their being called, defireth them to be ſilent curir g read- 
ins of the following Papers which belong tothe Proceſs, and ſo the 
Pregsbytrie doth proceed: 1+ By cauſing read the Call pivento the Miniſter 
defircd. 2, By reading the Reaſons given m tor the Call, deſiring the 
Tranſportation. 3. By reading both the Miniſter and Pariſh, their An» 
ſwers tothe Reaſons, it they have any in write ; 11 not, by hearing theie 
Detcndaars Anſwers by Word, as they themſclyes thirk fir. 

z3 Airer reading theſe /*uptrs, the Modcrator ef the Pr: $sbyrrie is 
to cnquire tne Pu: ſucrs, it they have any thing further to add ro the Rea- 
ſons ot their Call, or any thing toreply to the Miniſter and Pariſh An- 
ſwers, and if they have it, toajllowrhcm todo it by Word, but not Writez 
and after they heard without interrupnon, the Dependants are allowed tq 
duply to them, being to ſpeak laſt, without any relying, or fur ther diſcourſe 
to prevent needleſs alrercations, 

24+ lt the Purfaers defire adelay to the Presbytries proceeding, or 
if any of the Reaſang or Anſwers, on which much of the Weight of the 
Aff.ur doth depend, req ire the probation of ſome Matrer of F aft, then 
in ihck neceſſary Caſes, the Presbytrie may delay Derermining the Pro- 
c<({5 till next Meeting, to receive ſufficient Information 1n the Matter of 
Fact alledged:; But it noſuch Reaſon for a Delay be, the F resby rrie is 
ro pragengs to deliberate upon the whole Afﬀair, all Partics being re- 
moved. 

25. It the Aﬀaiche inr-icate, and Reaſons on both fides Weighty ; 
after the Presbytrie hath among themſelves reaſoned, hinc mde, n may 
be fit, before the Queſtion be put to a decifive Vote, tocallin both Par. 
tics, and again enquire, it they have any new Matter to oftcr, which 
hath not fallen under conſideration in the Caſe ? And likew:le, that fo 
momentruous a Caſe, may be the more conſcientiouſly gone abrut ; it 
will be fir that ſome Minilters of the Pres by rtic do pray to God {all Par- 
tics being preſent ) that the Judicatory may be guided of Ged in their 
D:termination 3 and hereaticr { Parties being remoycd ) the Quelti- 
on is to be put; Tranſport, or not: and all the Members are to give 
their Vote diltinitly ; which areto be marked by the Clerk, anda Meme 

2x or twotaking notice of the right ma: king of the ſame. 

26. If much ot the Weight of the AfLir, and rhat part which doth 
mplt difficult the Presbytrie, in giving their Judgement, ly on the Mi- 
milter, whois tobe cranſported his own Sentiment ; he may be called ba- 
toce the Presbyrrie his alone, or before two or thiee of then Number,and 
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dealt with togain him to a contented Submiſſion to their intended Sen- 


tence, to prevent his being cruſhed by ir. 

27. AndthePresbytrie, when they are going to tranſport any Mini- 
ſer, for the greater good of the Church, are to be tender and condeſcen- 
ding tothe Miniſter, as to the time when he is to remove, or to cloath 
their Sentence with alleviating Circumſtances. 

28. Atrcr Sentence is paſt, and all Parties called in; the Moderator 
isto ſhew them the care the Presbyrcie hath raken to do juſtly in their 
Proceedings, and to entreat them all toa cheerful Submifſionto the Sen. 
tence, which is to be read to them by the Clerk, who is to record the 
Sentence, and the whole Proceſs, and to give Extrafts of the fame, to 
theſe who demand them. 

29. If both Pariſhes Competing for a Miniſter, be within the Bounds 
of the Presbytrie ; then in that caſe, there ought ro be no Appeal from 
the Presbytrie tothe Synod 5 but the Sentance is to be acquieſced in ; ſe. 
ing the 'Presbytrie that doth beſt know the State, and quality of both Pa- 
riſhes, and hath equal care of them cannot be ſuſpetted of parrialiry. 

30. If any party Appeal in the caſe of Tranſportation, b. tore the h1- 
nal Sentence, upon alledged Injury receaved, the Presbytrie not being 
a0" ng ofthe ſame, may proceedto determine the Aﬀeair notwith* 

anding. 

zt. "It any part Appeal,yet it cannot fiſt the Execution of the Ser ence, 
but ſhall only have the force of a proreſt, for remeed by the Synod, to 
which they may ayply to by Supplication. 

32- Inall Vores of Presbytries, and eſpecially in Tranſporting of Mi- 
niſters, all the Members would guard as much as can be againſt Voting 
non liquet, which tho ſometimes may be done Conlcienciouſly, yer the 
trequency thereof, may occaſion Suſpicion of Mens being Acted, by Po- 
licy, Feud, Fayour, or other by-ends. | 

33. AllPresbytries would endeavour, not only a ſpeedy determining 
a Proceſs of Tranſportation; but would always determine it themſelves, 
without referring the Aﬀair to the Synod, it being « Duty that a Presby- 
trie is Called to, to givetheir Judgement in the Aﬀairs that come before 
them ; and nothing but unſuperable Heſitation of their Judgements, as ro 
point of Light ſhould occaſion it. 

3 4. Irs highly rational, thatin all References from the Presbytrie to 
the Synod, that the Presbytrie ſhould have no Vote in the Synod in 
that, Becauſe they were in a Hefitation in the ſame, and this will effeu- 
ally hinder References, atleaſt the frequency thereof , and prevent 
cheir Trouble thereby. 
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SECT. VIL 


Of Granting an AF of Tranſportability to a 
Minifter 


I, FT ſometimes falls out that a Miniſter,after he is fixed to a Congre. 

gation , meets with ſuch Diſcouragements, in the Exerciſe of his 
Minilitry there, as that he himſclf, or ſome other upon his Account do 
apply the Presbytric of the Bounds; and commence af roceſs for an 
Act of Tranſportabiliry. 

2. Whenthe Presbyrtrie hath got Information of the Diſcouragements 
and Greiyances the Miniſter lycth under, they are firſt to conſider, if 
they be ſo weighty and conſiderable, as may givejuſt ground to interd 
this Proceſs, all Circumſtances being conſidered: and it they find them 
not ſo material, they are to deal freely and prudently with the Miniſter, 
to take ſome more private ways with the People for his Reliet, and notto 
inflame them with a Proceſs. 

3. Next the Ptesbyrrie is to conſider, if the Greivances be ſuch, as the 
body or generality of the People are guilty of; and ſuch as hinders the 
greater part of them, from getting good of his Miniſtry : for if it beonly a 
tew, the guilty are to be taken rorask, and thele proceeded againſt, as 
the -— atter requireth, and no At of Tranſportability intended againſt the 
Pariſh. 

4, The Presbytrie is likewiſe to conſider if the Grievances be peculiar 
tothe Miniſter, orif they be more general, and the Orievances of many; 
as oppofition on the account of ſome bad Principle, either in Doctrine, 
Worſhip, or Government ; which many other Miniſters meet with: In 
that caſe, aparticul ar Tresbytrie are not to make it the occaſion of 
ſuch aProcels, till the whole Church take ſome general courſe therein. 

5. Andindeedthe only caſe (almoſt) in which this Proceſs is to be al- 
lowed, is when the Miniſter Labours under unſupportable Grievances, 
and theſe ſuch, as the Miniſters longer ſtay there, will tend neither to the 
Edification of the People, nor Comfort of the Miniſter. 

6. It the Grievances be indecd weighty, The P resbytrie is to conſider 
and try at the Miniſter, what methods he himlelf hath taken with the 
People, or his S:\[ion, to getremeed ; andif hath nor uſed all prucent 
ways togetthem removed, he isto be Exhorted thereunto. 

7. Andthoall he hath done, hath been ineffeRual, y the Presby- 
tric may apppoint,two or three of their Number, to ſpeak to the Herators 
and Elders, and others of that P ariſh; that by privare and Friendly Ad- 
vices, and Communications, the Greivances may be removed, and the 
Miniſter Encouraged, and Strengthened in his work. _- 
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$. Ifalltheſe, and other prudenc Methods, to prevent a publick Þ ro- 
ceſs, cannot beeftetual, then the Presbytry is to appoint a Presbyte + 
rial Viſitation of that Pariſh prorenata; and nor only cauſe intimate to 
that Pariſh the ſame ; but cauſe cite the Pariſh, to Anſwer the Proceſs of 
Tranſportability of their Miniſter, ; 

9. For the more decent, andconverient Intimation of this ; it were 
fit that the Presbytiie did ſend one of the Brethren, ro Preach there, the 
Sabbath preceeding, and to give the ſaid Intimation and Citation. 

10. Whenthe Day tor the Viſitation is come (and all ther things, 
common to all \ iſitations paſt) the Miniſter is to be heard concerning 
his Greivances, and the caſe of the Pariſh, and his Greivances reccived 
from him in writ: Then (he being remoyed) the Eldcrihip firſt, ate 
to be heard as tothe ſtate of the Pariſh, and the Greivances of the Mi- 
niſter, or as to what they have to ſay —_ the Miniſter; rhen next the 
Heretors,and Heads of Families arc to be called in(and both Miniſter a":d 
Elders removed, and they enquired at anent the Doctrine, and Life of 
their Miniſter, and the Life and Attings of their Elders. 

11. The Presbyrrie is likewiſe to inform both che Elders and the 
People, ofthe Miniſters Grivances, as Reaſons of the deſired At of 
Tranſportability , and to ask and receive theic Anſwers, according to 
which they arc to procecd, 

12. Ifcitherthe Elders, or others of the Pariſh, whoare moſt con- 
cerncd in the things complained of,defire time togive in their Anſwers, or 
bring proofs of their Innocency, itis to beallowed ro them. 

13- Ifonhearing of them, allche Presbytrie find that the Miniſter 
hath not Communicated his Greivancesto the Seſſion, and others con: 
cernedin a friendly and private way. before he be brought it tothe pub- 
lick, he is to be Admoniſhed and Rebuked. 

x4. Ii the Elder{hip whenthey they knew the Greivances, have not 
endeavoured the Redreſs of them, 'a$ muchas lay in theit power, they 
—_ Rebuked by the Presbyttie, according tothe demerit of their 

leR. Ws 
"VS It the Presbyrrie find pround to fear Heats, and Irritations in ti.2 
Afair, roprevent the ſame, rhey may rather appoint one of the Brethren 
of the Presbytrie, to manage the Proceſs, and lay open the Greivances, 
whenthe People are preſent then the Miniſter himſelf, that his future 
edilying the People, may nor be altogether impeded. 

16. Seing there is no Ecclefialtick Proceſs, where delays can be 
leſs noxious then this, therefore ſo long as there is any probability, that 
conference and dealing privately may conduce to prevail, eicher with the 
Miniſter or Peopleit is tobe done © and eſpecially when deſired by both, 
or either Parties. 

_ . 17. If the Generality of the People profeſs a Readineſs, to be encou- 
rageing tothe Miniſter, tho that do not remove the Grivances, yet the 
Presby trie is not ro be haſty in granting the AR. 

18 Forro Atof Tranſportability is ro begranted, unleſs the Pres» 
byrrie find the People (crfuch as the corfiderable part rhereof, as to 
render the Miniſters being there, uncditying to the whole) to be ſhort- 


coming 


j L 
# 


( 47 ) 
coming in their Duty, and that in theſe things, which ought to be weighty 


to the Miniſter, and are indeed ſo unſupportable to him, as that they are 
cruſhing , or in all probability in aſhort time will beſo. 

19. The Att of Tranſportability, being occaſioned by the Peoples 
fault, the Miniſter who hath obtained it, is nor thereby to be prejudped, 
and therefore 1s to remain Exerciſing his Miniſtry ſtill there, and receiy. 
ing the Stipend, untill being called elſewhere heleave the place, 

20. A Miniſter after he hath this Act of Tranſportability, remain« 
eth till a Member of that Presbytrie, is under their Jurifdiction,and Cenz 
ſurable by them. 

21. Andif heget a Call toanothet Congregation, he is only rore- 
ceive the ſame through the hands of the Presbytric, he not being /ur ju- 
ris as tothem, tho he be as'o the Pariſh. 

22. Andin ſucha Proceſs of Tranfportation, the Pariſh which the 
Miniſter belongeth co, needs not be ſummoned, nor can they give in rea- 
ſons againſt the ſame. 

23. Allthe Stepsof this Proceſs are yery cautiouſly to be gone about; 
and ought very rarely to be practiſed. 

24 If atterſuchan Act of Tranſportability, the Cauſe of the ſame 
be removed, and the Pariſh reQity the Grievances, then the Att is ro be 
annulled; and care taken chat no Remembrances uf theſe unealy 
things be kept up. 


SE CT. VIIL 
Of Cenſuring of Miniſters. 


I- LL Proceſſes againſt any Miniſter, who hath the Charge of 
A a Congregation, are ro begin before che P cesbytrie to which 
hebelongeth, and not before the Kirk Seſſion of his own Pariſh, 

2. The Credite and Succeſs of the Goſpel ( inthe way of an ordinary 
Mean) much depending on the entire Credit 2nd Reputation of Miniſters 
ſound Do&triac, and holy Conveifation; no ſtain thereof ought lightly 
to be received, nor when it comes before a Judicatory, ought ro be negli- 
gently enquired into; or when found evident, ought ir tobe ſlightly cenx 
ſured. 

3. And becauſe a Scandal committed by a Miniſter, hath on that ac- 
count many Apgravations, and once raiſed, tho it may be found to be 
without any ground, yet is not cafily wipt off : Therefore a Presbyrrie 
would exactly ponder, by whoſe Information and Complaint it comes 
firſt b:forethem. And a Presbytrieis notſo far to receive the Informa- 
tion, as to procecd toa Citation of a Miniſter, or any way begin the P ro- 
ceſs, unlcſs rhere be, x. Some _ who under his hand give in 
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the Complaint, and undertake to hs out the Libell. 2. Orat leaſt 
do betore the Presbytrie underrake to m3ke it out, under pain of being cen- 
ſured as Slanderers, 3. That the fama clamoſa of the Scandal be 
ſo grear, as that the Presbytrie tor their own Vindication, ſee themſelves 
neceſſitatero begin rhe Proceſs, without any particular Accuſer. 

4. All Chriſtians ought to beſo prudent, and wary 1n accuſing Mi- 
nifters, of any cenſurable fault, as that they ought neither to publiſh, nor 
_ the ſame, nor accuſe the Miniſter before the Presbytrie, without 

rſt acquainting ſome of the moſt prudent of the Miniſters, and Elders 
of that Presbytrie (yea, and the Miniſter himſcl!, if they can have ac- 
ceſs thereto ) and their Advice gotin the Afair, 

5 Uponſuch a Complaint, brought betore a Presbytrie, the Preſ- 
byrrie having cited the Miniſter, if he be abſent, and if the Scandal alle- 
ged be ſome one AQ, is toendeayour to draw the Miniſtet to a Conteſhon 
whereby he doth moſt glorifie God. 

6. If the Niniſter do confeſs the Fat, and if it beof a Scondalous 
Nature, cenſurable in others, as uncleanneſs ; the Presbytrie, whaiever 
bethe meaſure of his Penitency, cven in his Confeſſion, and that to 
the-Conyittion of all, is :»{fanter to depoſe him ab -fficto; and to in- 
fli& hkewiſe the Cenſure of the leſſer Excommunication on him , under 
which heis to lye, not only till he apply to be relaxed, bur till the Pref- 
byrtric judge it to be both tor his and the Peoples Edification, that he 
be relaxed, 

7. It a Miniſteraccuſedof any Scandal, and cited to appear before 
his own Presbytrie, do abſent himſelf, by leaving the place, and be con- 
tumacious, without making an excuſe, orpretcxt; heis tobe holden as 
confeſt, and not only depoſed, and cenfured mmanter with the lefler 
Excommunication ; but if after ſome time, he do not return, and ſubjet 
himſclt to the Cenſures of the Church, he is to be proceeded againſt, 
till he be cenſured with the preater Excommunication. 

8. Iftche Miniſter accuſed do appear, and deny the FaQ, inthe Pref. 
byrries proceeding, to find the truth of the Marrer, all the Circumſtances 
are to be exactly Canvaſlcd, and the Quality and Reputation of the Wit- 
neſles, and their Hability more reguarded, than their Number, 

9. If the Marter laidto the Miniſters Charge, be unſoundneſs and 
Herterodoxie in his Doctrine, then great Cavtion would be uſed, and the 
intellegency of the Witneſſes much locked unto ; and withall, if rhe Er+ 
rors be not groſs, and tricking at the Vitals ot Religion, andit they be 
not pertinaciouſly ſtuck unto, and induſtriouſly, and maliciouſ]y ſpread, 
with a viſible Jefign to corrupt: and that the Errors, are not ſpreading 
among the People, Then Lenitives, Admonitions, Inſtruions, and tre- 
quent Conferences are to betryed to reclaim, without cutting oft: And 
the Advice of other Fresbytries ſought, and unleſs the thing be doing 
much hurt, Synods and Aſſemblies to be adviſed with in the At- 
tair. 

10 If the Lybel and Complaint, brought againſt a Miniſter, be a 
mulcirude of chings laid together, as ſeveral Acts of Negligence, and 
other unſuitable Actions, the Presbytrie in proceeding therein, are to 
have a Pregbyterial Viſitation of that Patiſh, ro which the Miniſter be- 
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longs ; andat thefaid Viſitation, are firſt to ſee if any of theſe things now 
laid roche Miniſters Charge, were committed prior tothe laſt Presbyte- 
rial Viſitation of that Pariſh, and whether they were then laid to his 
Gharge? andit they were nor, it would be tryed, how they come to be 
laid ro his Charge now, 

x x. Iithe Presbyrrie find theſe things laid to his Charge, to be com- 
mited fince the laft Viſitation, or finda ſatisfying Reaſon, wherefore 
they were not then Tabled ; areto enquire what Diligence hath been uſed, 
in acquainting the Miniſter with the Offence taken, art the firſt of theſe 
things commitred by him ; and how far the Miniſter hath been guilty of 
giving Offence, after he knew Offence to be taken. 

12. It would likeways in this cafe be enquired, whether any of the 
Complainers did in a prudent private way, inform any of the Neighbour 
Miniſters of ſome of theſe things, firſt committed by their Miniſter, who 
is now challenged, before theſcOffences came ro be ſo many as to Merite a 
publick and ſolemn Tryal? and accordingly the Presbyrric is to Judge. 

13. It the Presbytric find upon Trial, the Complaint toreſolye,on 
the Miniſters having committed ſuch AQs of Infirmity, or Paſſion, as 
conſidering all the Circumſiances, may be either remeeded, and the 
People ſatisfyed, and no ſuch Offence taken ; or at leaſt remain ſo, as 
to hinder the Miniſters profiting the People ; and that the Offence was 
t:ken by the Miniſters own People only, or mainly; then the Presbyrris 
istotak2 all prudent Ways to ſatisfy, and reclaim both Miniſter and Peo- 
ple, and do away the Offence. 

14+ If rhe Presbytrie find a confiderzble number of the Pariſh cons 
cerned in the Complaint, ang that there are ſuch animoſicics, heats, and 
prejudices occafioned, as thatirs more than probable, that the Miniſter 
will not be uſeful in that place ; and that the things done by the Mini- 
ſter, are at leaſt ſo far /canda/um accepium, nou datym,as that the Pref- 
bytrie cannot proceed tothe Cenſure of Depoſition againſt the Miniſter, 
thinking he may be ſtill uſeful elſewhere ; then, thothe Presbyrrie is to 
have a tender regard tothe Credit of a Miniſter, ſo they are tohave that 
fatherly and paſtoral Cars and Compaſſion toa Flock, who, tho without 
a reaſonable Cauſe, and by their own Fault, and unreaſonable aggravar- 
ing of things above their nature, are rendercd ſo offended at their Mini: 
ſter, as that they cannot beedifyed, but are daily ſtumbled at him; as 
that the Presbyttric by laying themſelves our, areto endeavour to poſt 
that Miniſter elſewhere, with his Credic,and to caſe the weak Canſciences 
of one of Chriſts Flocks ; which ſomerimes will be done by granting to 
the Miniſter an A& of Tranſportability. 

15. But ſometimes where the prejudices are very great, and the 
Remedy muſt be ſpeedy, it will be neceſlar for the Minilterto give in a 
Dimiſſion of his Relation to that Pariſh, and for the Presbytrie tg accept 
of the ſame; anditneed be is to deal with the Miniſter togive the ſame, 
which all render Miniſters will do, when they are ſo circumſtantiate. 

16, Ita Miniſter depoſed by the Presbytrie for Scandal, and lying 
under the Cenſure of the leſſer Excommunication, when applying 
to be Relaxed, the Presbyrrie are to be very well ſatisfied of his COS 
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Repentance, and deep Humiliation, the Wound being great which he 
hathgiventothe Church, and to procecd deliberately, and take time 
thercto. 

17. When he hath given the Presbytrie,and all the People about, ſome 
ſatisfying Demonſtrations of his Penitency, he1s to be Relaxed from the 
Cenſure of the leſſer Excommunication, under which he lay, without pro- 
ceeding any ſtep,tothe taking off the Sentence of Depoſition at that rime, 

18. Bctorea Miniſter Depoſee for Scandalous Carriage, can be re- 
ſtored to the Exerciſe of the Miniſtry, there wouls not only be evident, 
a deep Sorrow for Sin, but an Eminently, and Exemplary, Humble 
Walk, and Edifying Converſation, ſo apparent and convinceing. as hath 
worn out and healed the Wound the Scancal gave, and hath likeways 
created in the Minds of the Godly, anearneſt defice to have him ren- 
dred uſectul again. 

19 Andthis Aﬀair, of Reſtoring a Depoſed Miniſter, is tobe ſo ten- 
derly conſidered, as that before it be done by a Presbytrie, they are to 
weigh, what Reputation their Action will have, even amongſt the Wick- 
ed, andif it will opentheir Mouths, and harden them in cheir wicked 
Courſes, ought thereupon to be forborn. 

26, Immediatly on the back of a Miniſters being Depoſcd, by the Pre. 
bytrie, the Sentence is to be intimated in his Congregation, the Ch rh 
declared Vacant, the planting thereot with an other Miniſter haſtened, 
and never delayed on the expectation of his being Reponed; it being al. 
moſt Impoſſible that ever he prove ufctul in that Pariſh again, | 


SECT. IX. 
Of Appeals, from. a Kirk-Seſsion to the Presbytrie. 


r. Hen an Appeal is brought from a Kirk Seſſion to a Presby- 
trie, the Presbyrrie is to conſider, whether the cauſe is of 
that nature, as it bchoved at length to have come before the Presbytrie, 
.by the courſe of Diſcipline, before the final determination thereot; as if 
it beina Proceſs of alledged Adultery or ſuch like; then the Presbytrie to 
fave themſelves time, may tall upon the Conſideration of the Aﬀeair, with- 
out infiſting much _ the bene or male Appeliatum, tho itſzem to be 
ſterouſly Ap ] 
Mc 6 Bur it the re ſuch, asthe Kirk Seſſion are the competent and 
proper Judges of, evento its ultimate Deciſion; andif there hath been 
no cauſe given by the Ki k Seſſion, by their breaking the Rules of an or- 
derly Proceſs, either by the courſe of the Proceſs, or by the incompeten- 
cy ot the Cenſure, the Presbytiie is nor to ſuſtain the Appeal. 
3+ It the Presbytrie do not ſuſtainthe Appeal, and find there hath been 
ſome fault, Paflion, or culpable miſtakein the Appeal, the Pre>bytric 
is coinfli& ſome. Cenſure, ( ſuch as a Reproot betore the Presbytrie, an 
acknowledging of their precipitancy betore their own Seſſion, or ſuch 
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like) ontheſe Appealers, they find to haye been Litigious, and Malici- 


ous, thereby toprevyent unneceſſary Appeals. and that beſide remitting 
them back to the Seſſion, either to ſtand to the Cenſure of the Seſſion, if 
it be already inflicted, or to (iſt themſelves during the Proceſs, if it be 
depending. 

4 Itthe Appeal be ſuſtained, and yer upon proceeding on theCauſe,the 
Presbytrie find the Appellant Cenfſurable, it isalways to be minded, that 
whatever Cenſure be inflicted, to remoye the Offence the Presbyrric hath 
raken,yet the Appellant found guilty,1s to undergo a Cenſure,cither beſore 
the Kirk-Seffion, or Congregation he belongs to, ſuch as the Presbyrrie 
think he deſerveth; elſe Presbytries will be always troubled with Appeals. 

5. If on theother hand, on tryal of the Proceſs, the Presbytrie fiad 
the Kirk. Seſſion hath unwarrantably procceded, either in contributing 
to the raiſiog of a Scandal, or inflicting a Cenſure, without a ſufficient 
Cauſe, and thereby the Appellant leſed, the Pres bytrie is not only to 
aſloilze the Appellant, but co take ſuch ways as may be proper and efle- 
tual, to vindicate the Appellants innocency, and wipe off the Scandal 
taken at him. 

6. Herein the P resbytrie is to exerce great Prudence, doing Juſtice 
to the Innocent; and yet notſo ſpitting in the face of the Kirk-Seflion,as 
to weaken its Authority in that Congregation. 

7. Butſuch an Emergent, may very well occaſion the Presbyrries 
givitg the Miniſter, and theſe Elders of that Seſſion, ſutcable Injunttii. 
ons and Rules to walk by, or private Admonitions , or to call for a freſh 
Viſitation of their Seſſion Regiſter. 

$8. Ifthe Appellant do not by a Petition bring in his Cauſe, and. 
Proceſs before the Presbytrie, before the third Presbytric Meeting riſe, 
his Appeal ſhall :p/o fas ceaſe, and the Appellant held as contumacious, 
and ſo procecded againſt by the Kirk-Seſlion. 


SECTI: X: 


Of References made by the Kirk-Seſzion, 
to the Presbytrie, 


7. 2-7 Kirk Seſſion, having the opportunity ot frequent Prel- 

bytries, do oftentimes make References to the Presbytrie, 
which Keferences, are ſometimes for Advice only ; ſomctimes they are 
of the Cauſe, or Proceſs it ſelf, and the full Judgement thereanent, is 
entirely referred to the Presbyrrie. 

2. Theſe References for Advice, are ſometimes made, that there- 
by the Kitk Seſſion may get more lightin che Aﬀair, and ſometimes thar 
their Opinion they have, may be fortified by the Advice of the P resbytrie, 
as Perſons of gieater Judgement and Weighr, whereby rhe Kirk Sefli- 
ons Determination may be the more regarded. 

3. TheſeRelcrences for es Wi always the cauſe inthe _— 
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of the Kirk-Sefſion, and they LY fiſt their proceeding to a Sentence, till 
the Advice be had. 

4. Sometimesa Kirk Seſſion reſerreth a Cauſe or Proceſs entire] 
tothe Presbytrie, to be finally Determined by them ; and that the Kir 
Seſſion doth, either becauſe they find difficulry in point of light, as to 
what they ſhould do; or becauſe, tho they be clear as to what ſhould be 
done ; yet ſome prudential Conſideration makes them think it not conye. 
nient, that they ſhould be the doers themſelves. 

5. The Presbytric receiving any ſuch References, are to pive the 
beſt Advice, and Aſſiſtance they can to the Seffion, thereby to fortity 
and ſupport their Authority , for the bearing down of all diſorders. And 
if the P resbyrrie find, that their paſſing Sentence or Cenſure, will have 
the greateſt Weight, and moſt true Influence, then they arc to do it; 
tho the cenſure be to be intimate in that Congregation, the Kirk-Seſſi- 
on belongeth to, and the ſatisfation taken there, if it be a matter of 
Scandal. | 

6. Bur ſometimes it will fall our, that the Presbytrie, even when the 
reference is todetermine entirely, will find it fit, to refer back the De- 
rermination ot the affzir ro the Kirk Seſſion, that the Sentence may be 
their AQ» which ſhould only be done, when it will be more obliging,or 
for the credit of the Seſſion, that rhe Kirk. \eſſion paſs the Sentence;and 
then likeways the Presbytrie ſhould give their opinion, as to what the 
Senrence ſhould be. 

7. All References, being ſuppoſed to be marters of moment to the 
Kirk-Seffion; ſhould not only be minuted, in the Kirk-Sefſion Regiſter; 
but ſhould be tranſmitted in writ to the Presbytrie, and by the P re;by- 
trie Clerk, the produRtion thereof, when preſented, ſhould be recorded; 
as likeways the Presbytties return. 


SE CT. X1. 


as that the Kirk-Seſfron doth not a 4 
ſolve from ; as Adultery. 


x. P Br Presbytric being informed of a Reference, froma Kirk. 

Seſſion by the Miniſter, or Ruling Elder of that Seſſion,con: 

cerning iluch a Scandal, is to enquire what Steps have been taken by the 

Kirk-Seſſian already in the Aﬀair; if all that are requifice for them, pre- 

paratory to the Presbyrries Cognifance, andif fo, then the Presbyrries 
to allow the partic to be ſummoned before rhem. 

2. Sometimes it will fall our, that rhe Proceſs is ſo clear, asin caſe of 

a Judicial Conteſſion of Adultery ; rhat rhe Kirk Seſſion will Summond 

the 


(53) 


the Penitent (when he is before them) «pud Af7a to appear beore the 
P resbytrie, withour previous acquainting the Presbytrie ; but here there 
is any difficulty, the Kirk Seſſion ſhould inform the Fresbytrie, and rake 
their Advice betore a Parity be \ummoned before them. 

3. When the Party appears before the Presbyrtie.1f they confeſs, and 

rofeſs Penitency ; then the Presbytrie, having Rebuked the Party grav. 
K isto preſcribe the time of the Parties publick Appearance in that 
Congregation, where the Proceſs began, the Scandal being to be there 
taken away. 

4 Sometimes when a Scandal hath been very Offenſive ro a whole 
Couniry ; the Presbytrie hath appointed the Scandalous Perſon to appear 
before ſeveral Congregations, it they find it for Ecification. 

5. Beſidethe Rebuke, which the /resbytrie gives to the confeſſing 
Penitent at their firſt Appearance before them, its frequent and very 
uſeful. that the Presbytrie appornt the /enitent party, to wait on ſome 
one or twoof the Miniſters ot the P resbytrie, who may in cor ference 
lay the Sin home ro their Conſcience; and likeways in private draw 
more of the Senſe which the perſon hath of their Sin, then they can ex- 
ſpeR in words in Publick, and this is tobe renewed as they find need. 

6 If theparty circd before the Presbytrie, deny the Fat, thenthe 
Presbytrie is to follow theſe Rules in their proceeding, given Chap. r, 
Seft. 5. Chap. 2 Sef.6 &c 

7, Yetthe Presbytrie may either lead the Probation before them- 
ſelves, or remit it (© the Kirk-Scſſton, as in prudence they will fird moſt 
convenient. 

8. The hang! ca af" give Advice to the Kirk-Sefſion in any thing 

t 


ny 
of the Party- 


SECT. XIL 
Of a Proceſs in order to the higheſt Cenſure of 


Excommunication. 


I. Incethere is a DeſtinRion allowed, betwixt the greater and leſler 
Excommunication,it ſcems that what ever hath becn che Cauſes 
of the firſtP roceſs, Y et ordinarly all Proceſſes that are in order tothe high- 
eſt Cenſure, are to be for obdured Contumacy, and where there is no 
obduced Contumacy, theleſſer Excommunication needs only have place, 
2. Yet in ſome very extraordinary Caſes, the Church hath ſummar- 
ly Excommunicated Perſons, guilty of Atrocious Crimes, ro ſhow the 
Churches abhocrency of che Crime. 
3. It would be previouſly conſidered, what the ground was of the firſt 
Proceſs, for every contumacy is not to be proceeded againſt with the 
greater Excommunication, eſpecially when and where there ariſe ſuch 
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diflerences about the Government of the Church, asthar there is a party 


whodo not own the Government thereof, and yet own the Religion, and 
join in publick Worthip. 

4. Intheſe a great Caution w1uld be uſed, and the Edification of the 
whole, and particularly the gaining of the Refractory, would be much 
ſtudied by CE Motives, ſince it ſeems to be only theſe, who 
have fully Aſlociate themſclves to their Chriſtian Society, who are to 
be Expelled by them. . 

5. Even wherethere hath been a Scandal committed, and Contumacy 
by not appearing, it would be conſidered, it the Fatt hath been proven, 
or not, it not proven, then the Scandal hath not weight, and only the 
ſimple Contumacy is to be proceeded againſt, wherewith it were hard 
to go a greater length then the leſſer Excommunication. 

6. It the Scandal hath beenproven, and the Cenfure of the 1:ſſer 
Excommunication intimated, as in the preceeding Overtures, Chap. r. 
Sef7.g. lt ſeems moſt reaſonable, that there be no further proceeding, 
unleſs the Scandal be of that Hainous nature, as that Offence is not re- 
moved, from tender Chriſtians, and that itis ſpreading and Infectious, 
as in Hereſes; In which caſes, a contumacy is to be proceeded again(?, 
in order tothe grearer Excommunication. | 

7. The Kirk-Seſfion, having brought the Proceſs ro an Intimation of 
the Cenlure,ot the |cſ{:r Excommuvication, anu finding it will not be ſuf- 
ficient;they are to referthe A fair ro the P resbytrie, bringing their w hole 
proceedings before the Presby trie,that the 71c+bytrie may thereby have 
a clear and full view of the whole A fair. 

$8. The Presbytrie fi ding the Kirk Seſſion hath orderly procceded,and 
that the Aﬀairis ſo weighty, astoenter on the Proceſs ; they are to cauſe 
their Officer, rocite the Scandalous P erſon. 

9 Itrhe Party appear, then the Presbytrie is to proceed in their enqui- 
ry atthe accuſed about the Scandal alledged, it he deny it, then they are 
to proceed tolead Probation, as in other caſes. 

Io, Butif the Party appear not, but contemn the Citation, the Pres. 
bytrie cauſeth rentw the ſame, untill he hath continued three Citations, 
the laſt whereof, uſeth co have becn out of the F ulpit by the Miniſter of 
the Congregation he bclongeth unto. 

11. Then the Presbytrie doth order the Miniſter of the Congregation, 
next Sabbath after Forenoons Sermon, to acquaint the Congregation, 
what proceeding the Kitk-Sefſion firſt, and then the Presbytrie had made 
inthe Aﬀair, and how contumacious the party was, and that the Pres. 
bytrie intended toproceed, tothe higheſt Ccnſure: And the Miniſter is 
gravely coadmoniſh, and warn the Party (whether preſent or not) to 
Repent and ſubmit himſelt corhe Diſcipline of the Church, Threatning 
bim it he continue Impenitent that the Church will proceed. 

12. ltnotwithſtanding of all this Impenitency and Contumacy conti- 
nue, the P resbytrie at their next Mceting isto order the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh to Intimate to the Congregation ' after the Forenoens Sermon) the 
dangerous Condition the Impenitent perſon isin, how loath the Church 
is to cut himoff from (he Society and priviledges of the Faithful, and 


therefore 
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therefore they are Exhorted to join wich him in Prayer for the Scandalous 
on, which he is ſolemnly and ſeriouſly to be put up to God, Humbly 
ing that God would deal with the Soul of the Impenitent, and con- 
vince him of the evil of his ways. 

1 3- Theſe publick Prayers of the Church aretobe pur up ofrner then 
once, ordinarly three times on ſeveral Sabbath Days, both roſhow the 
Churches tenderneſs toward their Lapſed Brother, th: ir Earneſtncſs 16 
have him Reclaimed, and likewiſe to creat a greater Regard, and Terrour 
of that dreadful Cenſure both inthe Party and in all the People, 

14. If after all the Scandalous perſon make no Application but conti- 
nue Impenitent, the Presbytrie is then to appoint the Miniſter of that 
Congregation to proceed to inflict the Cenſure of Excommunication on 
ſuch a Sabbath after Forenoons Sermon as they ſhall name. 

15. That Day being come, It were fic the Miniſter did Preach a Ser. 
mon ſuited to that Solemn occaſion, aſter Sermon the Miniſter is to ſhow 
the Congregation, what he is going about, introduceing the Narration of 
the Prceceſs, with a Diſcourſe concerning the Nature, Uſe and End of 
Chyrch-Cenſures, particularly that of the greater Excommunication, if 
he hath nor done it fully in his Sermon. 

16. Then nacrating all the ſteps of the Proceſs in order, ſhewing the 
Churches Farthtulnels and Tenderneſs toward the Scandalous Perſon, 
and declaring his obſtinate Impenitency, and that now atrer all other 
means were uſed there remained only that ot cutting the Scandalous er. 
ſon off from the Society of the Faithful, and intimateing the Churches 
Warrand and order to him ſo todo, 

17. Andbefoce the Miniſter pronounce the Sentence he is to Pray, 
and deſire all the Congrega'ion to join with him therein, that God would 
grant Repentance tothe Ubſtinate perſon, would Graciouſly Bleſs his 
own Ordinance, and make the Cenſure effetual both to edify others, 
and tobe a mean to reclaim rhe Obſtinare Sinner. 

138. Thenafter Prayer the Miniſter is with great Gravity and Au ho-« 
rity toinfli the Cenſure, ſhewing his Warrand from our LORD'S 
Command, and the- Apoſtle Pauls Direion, and recapitulating the 
Presbytrics W :rrand in Obedience thereunto, and Reſuming the x Fr 
dalous and Obſtinate Behaviour of the Perſon whom he is 1o Name: He 
thenin our LORD and Maſter CHRIST?'S Name and Authority doth 
(in verbrs de pr e/entt) Excommunicate and Exterminate him out of the 
Society of the Faithful. Debarring him from theic Priviledges, and in the 
wordsof th: Apoſtle delivering him over to Saten. 

19. lt after Prayer and before the Cenſure be pronounced the Scanda- 
lous Perſon do make any publick ſiznification ot his penirency, and of hig 
defire ro have the Cenſure ſtopr, the Miniſter upon any Apparent Seri» 
ouſneſs in the Scandalous Perſon (which he ſhoweth to the Congregati- vo 
on) may thereupon delay the pronouncing the Cenſure till he Report to 
the Presbytrie at their nex:Mceting,who ate then to deal with the Scanda» 


lous perſon as they ſhall find cauſe. 
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diflerences about the Government of the Church, as thar there is aparty 


whodo not own the Government thereof, and yet own the Religion, and 
join in publick Worthip. 

4. Intheſe agreat Caution would be uſed, and the Edification of the 
whole, and particularly the gaining of the Refraftory, would be much 
ſtudied by CER Motives, fince it ſeems to be only theſe, who 
have fully Aſlociate themſclves to their Chriſtian Society, who are to 
be Expelled by them. 

5. Even wherethere hath been a Scandal committed, and Contumacy 
by not appearing, it would be conſidered, it the Fact hath been proven, 
or not, it notproven, then the Scandal hath not weight, and only the 
ſimple Contumacy isto be proceeded againſt, wherewith it were hard 
to go a greater length then the leſſer Excommunication. 

6. lt the Scandal hath been proven, and the Cenfure of the |:ſſer 
Excommunication intimated, as in the preceeding Overtures, Chap. r. 
Se. g. ltſcems moſt reaſonable, that there be no further proceeding, 
unleſs the Scandal be of that Hainous nature, as that Offence is not re- 
moved, from tender Chriſtians, and that itis ſpreading and Infectious, 
as in Hereſes ; In which caſes, a contumacy is to be proceeded againſt, 
in order cothe greater Excommunication. 

7- The Kirk-Seſfon, having brought the Proceſs ro an Intimation of 
the Cenlure,ot the lcſſzr Excommuvication, anu finding it will not be ſuf- 
ficient;they are to reterthe A fair ro the P resbytrie, bringing their w hole 
proceedings before the Presby trie,that the #1c+bytrie may thereby have 
a clear and full view of the whole A feair. 

$8. The Presbytric fi ding the Kirk Seſſion hath orderly procceded,and 
that the Aﬀairis ſo weighty, as toenter on the Proceſs ; they are to cauſe 
their Officer, ro cite the Scandalous P erſon. 

9 Itrhe Party appear, then the Presbytrie is to proceed in their enqui- 
ry atthe accuſed about the Scandalalledged, it he deny it, then they are 
to proceed tolead Probation, as in other caſes. 

16. Butif the Party appear not, but contemn the Citation, the Pres. 
byrrie cauſerh renew the ſame, untill he hath continued three Citations, 
the laſt whereof, uſeth ro have been out of the Fulpit by the Miniſter of 
the Congregation he belongeth unto. 

11. Then the Presbytrie doth order the Miniſter of the Congregation, 
next Sabbath after Forenoons Sermon, to acquaint the Congregation, 
what proceeding the Kitk-Seffion firſt, and then the Presbytrie had made 
inthe Aﬀair, and how contumacious the party was, and that the Pres. 
bytrie interded to proceed, to the higheſt Ccnſure: And the Miniſter is 
gravely croadmoniſh, and warn the Party (whether preſent or not) to 
Repent and fubmit himſelt corhe Diſcipline of the Church, Threatning 
him it he continue Impenitent that the Church will proceed. 

12 ltnotrwirhſtanding of all this Impenitency and Contumacy conti- 
nue, the P resbytrie at their next Mceting isto order the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh to Intimate to the Congregation ' after the Forenoens Sermon) the 
dangerous Condition the Impenitent perſon is in, how loath the Church 
is to cut himoff from (he Society and priviledges of the Faithful, and 


therefore 
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therefore they are Exhorted to join LEA him in Prayer for the Scandalous 
on, which he is ſolemnly and ſeriouſly to be put up to God, Humbly 
ing that God would deal with the Soul of the Impenitent, and con- 
vince him of the evil of his ways. 

1 3- Theſe publick Prayersof the Church aretobe pur up ofrner then 
once, ordinarly three times on ſeveral Sabbath Days, both roſhow the 
Churches tenderneſs toward their Lapſed Brother, th: ir Earnelſtn«fs 16 
have him Reclaimed, and likewiſe to creat a greater Regard, and Terrour 
of that dreadful Cenſure both inthe Party and in all the People. 

14. If after all the Scandalous perſon make no Application but conti- 
nue Impenitent, the Presbyrrie is then to appoint the Miniſter of that 
Congregation to proceed toinflit the Cenſure of Excommunication on 
ſuch a Sabbath after Forenoons Sermon as they ſhall name. 

15. That Day being come, It were fic the Miniſter did Preach a Ser. 
mon ſuited to that Solemn occaſion, aſter Sermon the Miniſter is to ſhow 
the Congregation, what he is going about, introduceing the Narration of 
the Proceſs, with a Diſcourſe concerning the Nature, Uſe and End of 
Chyrch-Cenſures, particularly that of the greater Excommunication, if 
he hath nor done it fully in his Sermon. 

16. Then narrating all the ſteps of the Proceſs in order, ſhewing the 
Churches Faithtulnels and Tenderneſs toward the Scandalous Perſon, 
and declaring his obltinate Impenitency, and that now ater all other 
means were uſed there remained only that ot cutting the Scandalous Per. 
ſon off from the Society of the Faithful, and intimateing the Churches 
Wacrand and order to him ſo to do. 

17. Andbefoce the Miniſter pronounce the Sentence he is to Pray, 
and deſire all the Congrega'ion to join with him therein, chat God would 
grant Repentance tothe Cbſtinate perſon, would Graciouſly Rlefs hig 
own Ordinance, and make the Cenſure effeual both to edify others, 
and to be a mean to reclaim the Obſtinare Sinner. 

18. Thenatter Prayer the Miniſter is with great Gravity and Au ho- 
rity toinfli& the Cenſure, ſhewing his Warrand from our LORD'S 
Command, and the Apoſtle Pauls Direion, and recapitulating the 
Presbytrics W :rrand in Obedience thereunto, and Reſuming the Scan- 
dalous and Obſtinate Behaviour of the Perſon whom he is 10 Name: He 
theninour LORD and Maſter CHRIST*'S Name and Authority doth 
(in verbrs de pr e/entt) Excommunicate and Exterminate him out of the 
Society of the Faithful. Debarring him from their Priviledges, andinthe 
wordsof th: Apoſtle delivering him over to Sat en. 

19. lt after Prayer and before the Cenſure be pronounced the Scanda- 
lous Perſon do make any publick ſiznification ot his penirency, and of his 
defire to have the Cenſure ſtopr, the Miniſter upon any Apparent Seri- 
ouſneſs in the Scandalous Perſon (which he ſhoweth to the Congregati- 
on) may thereupon delay the pronouncing the Cenſure till he Report ts 
the Presbyrrie at their nex:Meeting,w ho ate then to deal with the Scanda» 


loug perſon as they {hall find cauſe. 
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SEC 4 | XTIL. ; 
Of Presbyterial Exerciſes 


1. JT's a part of the Work of a Presbytrie, to begin every Meets 
|| ing with a Sermon, by one of the Brethreen, appointed by - 
the former Meeting of the Presbytric tor that effe&, and his Text af- 
ſigned him by the Presbytrie, which is called a Presbyrerial Exerciſe. 
2. Thcehaltof the time allowed tor this Exerciſe, 1+ ordinarly to be 
taken up in the Explicatory and Analytick pari of the Sermon, and in 
nyo rg and Critical Queſtions and Difficultics, which is cal- 
led : Making : the other halt of the time allowed, 1s to be taken up in 
raiſing of Obſervations and Doctrines from the Text, one of which, at 
leaſt 1s to be methodically handled which is called Adarng. 

3. When Presbytries have Probationers on their Tryals, and they 
come to have thar part of their Tryals, called the Presbyterial b xerciſe, 
they will and may allot to one ot them, to have thar pair « f the Exzrcile, 
called Making; and to another that part;they call -/ddvng: or whe n there 
is bur one Probationer, ſometimes one ot the Brethicen of the Pref- 
byrrie: 

ye Alter the Exerciſe is oycr, and the Presbytrie met in their own 

Mecting Place, and the Mcering c-nſ{titute, the Cenſure of the Exer- . 
ciſe they have hcard uleth always to be the firlt Work of the 
Presbytric | 

5. The Brethreen of the Presbytrie are togive their Judpementsg, 
and Cenlurcs of the Excrciſc heard, coram th. Brothereen, wh.» had the 
Exerciſc, not only to cvidence their love and attection, and treecomin 
the Cenſure, but to give him the better, and prefent opportunity to an 
ſwer, and vindicate, and explain himſelf : *and-this freedom will always 
be obl'iging, ſinceit goes round, andis tor mutual Edification, among (t 
theſe who are not to tuke exceptions againſt one another, on the account 
of freedom, weie it in reproof 

6. After the Cenſuces have paſt round, the Moderator may reſume 
the whole, to the admoniſhing and encouragirg of the Brother, as the 
cauſe requireth. | 

7. Bcfiethe above Exerciſe, they ought in Presby tries, frequent: 
ly to have Common {{eads, as they are cailed, by the Brethereen ot the 
Presbytrie in La'ine with Diſputes: Bar if it be coram prpulo, in 
Scotifh, 

8. The Presbytries ate in theſe Fxerciſes, to keep their ordinary. 
Place of Scripture, and proceed orderly from Verſe to Verle. 


SEC Hh ALY. 
Of privy Cenſures in the Presbytries. 


1. JN every Presbytrie, at leaſt ewice a year, and ordinatly before 
each Synod, there ought to be privy Cenſures. 


2. In 


( 59.) 
e Moderaror, and all the Miniſters, Brethreen of 
Lo Ges uh 
ve ſerve ( as is ordi- 
nod ; tis publick Behaviour as a Moderator, is 
fideration and Cenfurez where after he is remo- 
ired after, and the Judgement of eyery Member 
for his ſake, but to be Inſtruction to theſe who ſuc- 
ez and after he is again called in, heis to be 
' "'Vhco ied'. thanked, of admoniſhed, as they find cauſe, 
"Ba wx After the Moderator, each of the reen. one after enocher 
| wok removed, one at once, and the Moderator is to enquire the J 
me al cg Member, and to take their report ot their Brothers 


rin relation to his Charge, or otherways, wy 
Sm bp tothe V iſtration of the Pariſhes, by the Presbytriez 
4 andthen he is wy called in, encouraged, commended or reprehended, 
" as theyſcefit, and heſer inhis place again. © 
” _ _ 5+ Aﬀer the Miniſters, the Presbyrrie«Cletk is to paſs theſe Cena 
ſores, andthe Presbytrie-Bock again tobe inſpected; that the fair clean 
* Regiſter may be filled up, and ready to be preſented to the Synod, tor 
their Approbation. 

6. Herethe Fresbyrric ſhould appoint ſome of their number, tore- 
viſe their Regiiter, in order to its being preſented to che. Synod, and of 
which, the Moderator during the time he hath been fo, ſhould always 
be one. 

7 At their privy Cenſures, each Miniſter is ro have his Seſſion. 
Book, or Regiſter to produce to the Presbytrie, to be by them reviſed, 
and appreved, or cenſured; which they are to do, by committing each 
Book, to ſome other Brother, or (wo, to be reviſed by them, and their 


Report brought into the #resbytrie: who are thereupon to AR, as they 
ſhall ſee cauſe. 


An INDEX. 
Chap. . I, Of General DireQions. 


wy” 1. Of the right manner of Conſtituting of Kirk: Judicatories 


Pa2e r, 
2. Of the Moderator of a Kirk Fudicatory. 


. 3. Of Clerks to Church Judicatories, and their Regiſters. 4 4 
oh 


. Sea. 5, Of Proceedings m all Judicatories, and the Members ay 
hawtour therem P. 10. 


Sec. 6, Of the cloſing of all Kirk Judiatories. P. 13. 
P Chap. Il, 


——{ 


— - 
——— NS 


_— 


<=" 
= 


- —g 


= 


—————_—_ — — 
—_ — — © - 


——————RG——E—— ———G—R—TCR—R_ I — ___— 
I , _ 


I ee ew... Mila. —- 


a_—- __ 
- 


(. (60 \) ; j” 


Chap. IT. Of the Proceedings at 


thods of Kirk-Seſſions, & '* 


Ret, Oh 

| 24 

Se. n, Of the Conſtitation of this Fudicatory,” 1 
Se, 2. Of Parties apfearmg before them, to dethaye their 
\ of Marriage, morder to the pubhick Proclamazicn r 


A 


- 14 


Set. 3. Of the Admiſſion of Infants to Baptiſm. 1 Þ- 15 
Sect. 4. Of Admiſſion to the Lords T able, and Debarring fram-t#. 
p. 16. 


Se. 5. Of proceeding with Drunkards, $ webrers, Prophaner's of the 
Jabbath, and not Obſervers of Faſts and T hankſgivings: 

17. 

Se, 6. Of Proceſſes for Untleanueſs, Fornication, and WP c*=4 
| _- p- 184 

Set. 7. Of the Eleftion, and Conſittution of Elders. $.-) 41. 
SeR. 8. Of Eceleſtaſtical Proceſſes, which natruely begin # the Kirk? 
Seſſion, but are not brought to a final Determination by 

' them. . | Þ 22+ 


Set,.y. Of the privy Cenſures im the Seſſinus. P. 23. 


Chap, 1IT. Of the Proceedings and: Me. 
thods in Pre-bytries, _.._ - _ 


Set. 1. Of the Conſtitution of this Tudicator y, 'Þ. 25: 
Se. 2 Of the Licentiating of Probationers,; or P reather x. p. 26: 
x Sect. 3. Of V acant Congregations, and Planting thereof. p- 28: 
Set. 4 OjtheOrdmation of a Mmiſter. a THE 


SeR.. 5. Of ParochialViſutatrons by the Prevbytery, _— 


Set. 6. Of Tran/purtatimof Miniſters. 4 at 
SeR. 1 Of granting an : Att of Tran/portability toa Mmiſter, P, 45+ 
Sea. 8. Of Cenſurmg of Mmidters, . - —S Pp. 47- 
Set. 9 Of Appeals from a Kirk Seſſion tola Preſbytery, P. 50s 


SeR, 10. Of References made by i Kirk- Seſſion ts the Presbytery Pp. 5r. 
SeQ. 11. Of Cenfermy uh Scandals ar ere (o grofy as that the 

Fark Sefſiondeth wot abſotve from. g k Þ. 5%. 
Sed. 12. Of @ Proceſſe inorder to the highe#f Ceyſure of Excommunica- 
1100. Ot] 
SeR 13. Of Prerbyterial Exerciſes. 
$cR 14. Of previe Cen/ares m the Precbytery.. 


